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TO THE READER. 

In this extraordinary age of literary 
phenomena, when we behold pro- 
found politicians in petticoats — when 
we hear ladies expounding physics, 
metaphysics, law, and dirinity — wheh 
even the most unlearned of the se% 
are at least amatettr^ of science, pa- 
tronesses of the " belles lettres,^' and 
professors of music, drawing, and the 
fine artS'^^-^in such an age it seems a 
rdnt. i; b charity 
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charity to provide for those moments 
when a fit of spleen, or a fit of sick- 
ness^ may relax the mind from these 
more important studies. 

Under this impression the follow- 
ing pages have been prepared for 
public notice. I have not dared to 
lash the follies of the present day, for 
that might perhaps be holding a mir- 
ror to myself, or, at all events, to my 
ndghbours and friends ; I have not 
ventured to criticise, nor do I pre- 
sume to fear that I shall be criticised ; 
— secure in my own insignificance, I 
feel myself at an immeasurable dis^ 
tance from those unrelenting censors 
who too frequently imagine that 

poigwoicy 
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poignancy of wit and depth of wis- 
dom are best displayed in unkind 
sarcasm or in still more galling coii« 
tempt. * 

In arranging this " tale of an^ 
dent days'' I have reaped much 
amusement; should other individu- 
als in this learned land condescend 
to peruse it, and receive as much 
pleasure from its contents, my high- 
est ambition will be gratified. 

The Author. 
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±T was on a fine evening in the s^6W^ 
ing month 9f September one thousand 
four hundred and ninety-eight, when 
the court, the ayenue, the park, and the 
outskirts of Owen O^e, were thronged 
with vidtors ; tK><lung was to be heard 
but the sounding of trumpets, the harp* 
ing of lAinstrels, the neighing of steeds^ 
and the rush of the populace to gain ad* 
mittanoe to the scene; and announcing' 

B 8 thQ 
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the arrival of a favourite chieftain^ oi^ a 
popular courtier, or a valiant knight, witti 
loud shouts and acclamations. Amidst 
these noisy tokens of approbation ap- 
peared the d^ected baron de Montfbrt 
and his lovely and lively daughter Julia : 
he was always a favourite of the people, 
and his misfortunes seemed to have sanc- 
tified their love. He bent his head in 
token of their kindly greeting, and feebly 
smiled upon perceiving unusual preparar 
tions of respect awaited his reception at 
the castle. But the lord Owen felt that 
his intended daughter-in-law was Juiia 
de Montfort, and that she consequently 
must be received with all the honours 
due to an Owen. Tlie castle-gates were 
scarcely closed that day, and the back 
gates were as thickly beset by the vast 
variety iqI minstrels, mechanics, artisans, 

and 
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and ministers of pleasure, who were sum* 
moned for the occasion; attendants, and 
esquires, and neighbours of low degree, 
retainers and strangers — all had a claim 
to the festival, and all were freely ad- 
mitted. 

W^Ies had long resounded with the 
mighty preparations making at Owen" 
Casde to celebrate the final overthrow 
of the king's enemies, and to endeavour 
at a d6ser unioii of half-reconciled foes, 
which a royal mandate and general am- 
nesty could scarcely effect. LordOwerfs 
invitation admitted all parties, and ac- 
cording to his pbpular intimation, was 
intended a$ an act of oblivion and good 
fellowship t but public opinion was for- 
cibly expressed, by the gloomy silence 
which pervaded this immense assem- 
blage of people, upon the airrival of sir 

B 4 Walter 
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Walter Herbert, the bloody executioner 
of king Richard's cruelties: his fiiend 
the earl de Bids followed, and some 
qmongst the crowd could not forbear 
Qiurmuring the displeasure and dislike 
they felt at the presence of this unpo- 
piliur nobleipan. But how was the scene 
cbanged, when Margaret cowitess of 
Ri^inpnd and her trsdn ^vas winounced ! 
-r-e?^ h|tt. .^vBs doffed and flung into 
t^e idr with joy*^^^ Ltmg live king Hen- 
fy the Seventh midrhtt gnackms mother 1" 
Hf^m^ . f ^founded, and she entered the 
castl^^t^ with triumph and u^iysrsal 
^probation. Unworthy of peculiar ^)lo« 
tice such a testimony of love may appear, 
and fleeting may be the opinions of the, 
people*— n<^ to be rejoiced in when ob- 
tained,, or regretted when lost: this is 
well f(ur the m<Hralist to say; but wha 

would 
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woiOd not covet the lo^e of his fdlow- 
creatures ? who would exchange the pub^ 
fie bfesfiimg for a curse? and who ecmld 
£onrbear leading in the hearts <^ those 
people i&e charity, bmevolence, gesftle* 
ness^ and virtue of the good eottntess-^ 
the harshness, pride, rancour, asid viOM 
lenceoftheeaii? 

Various were the gtxmps that -passed 
ihi£rputfl]CK>rdeal, itnd vttiousi their n^ 
eeptiofr'^'sbitie w^fete unkndwti, or ctm^ 
ctolkd^&[| the^obteiEtfity Of their armour-^ 
settle "^t^ d4tected-% thdr banners m& 
adhieveini^iHdt bilttW group which nt^ 
dtedt most* bonder aiid euri6sity was a 
groirp of gallant knights and their e#^ 
ipSted, -Wbose beioings were a mystdy 
t6' aB, land ccmsdquently prcmouncecl 
thenti straiigers; but courtesy and spleti^ 
doar wiis theSr pdisspdMi^^ 
' ^' b5 noble 
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noble rank, and they were> admitted ac- 
cordingly» / 

As much bustle existed within the 
castle as without; the parade of recep- 
ttoii» the amngemaoit.of rank, the sooth- 
ii^ of riyal and angry spirits, suffiqept- 
ly occupied the attention pf the baroness 
and her two daughters, the lady Cathe-. 
rine and the lady Cecily. Their brother 
sir Wah^er devoted himself likewise Xp^ 
the laborious duties of hospitality^ i^nd 
assisted his &^her, himself the most per- 
fect pattan of couirte^ and goodrbieedr 
ing, to welcome th« Icnrds and kn^ts. : 

Walter Owen ^as the pride of his 
ikther and' the favourite of his pec^4e; 
be was just ripened into m<uihood, imd 
^1^ manhood proiqised^^ir: generous, 
kind, and affiddje^ he was easi^ offended^ 
but as easily soothed. , J^S; i^vourite sis- 

ter 
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tar Cedly was two years younger than 
himself; his elder four years older, and 
neaiiy boidering upon thirty. Cedly 
was observed to have great influence 
over her brother, and he was anxiousc to> 
lecommend himself in her presenc^-an 
in&ienoe which, as long as he remained ; 
at home, might greatly prevent the mis^i 
chiefs which might otherwise arise from^ 
his ardent and irritable temper. 

- Therbaroness had, in compliance with 
the &4h]<m of those days, bemi early be- 
trothed and married to iier lord—each,, 
in toti^l ignorance of their respective 
characters^ ware brought from distant 
coittftte% and yoked together. The con* ; 
sflquaaoas may easily be imagined: he,i 
though young, and gay, and handsome, 
faUedr tor win her ajffections; and her^' 
imldnesSy modesty, and bloom failed toi 

: »i B 6 interest 
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interest him, who soomed her uiUMsum^ 
iilg character, and endeavoured ih vain, 
to extend his ambitkm over her spotless 
mind. Her gentleness had prevented 
cUssensiiNd — she had always the mortifi* 
oation, frmn her bridal hour, to see ins: 
ailtentkms elsewhere bestowed, and seat* 
tered at large amongst the gay and am*: 
litious throng: whilst she ministered to 
his desires, and was subservient to all 
l&A wishes, 9t least to all his innocent 
wiriies, none othar he durst intrude up- 
(m her notice. 

At length the concourse ceased to as* 
semUe-^-the banquet-hour was mrrrred^ 
-Mhe taUes were i^read, land arranged 
with due reg»rd to rank; and ^s mM* 
mense assembly began to prepaid: Ibr 
the festivities which had biooght tliem 

togetiier. lord Owen's ieastle, always 

L*v: the 
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* 

the seat of . hospitality and splmdinif^ 
now edioed to. every sound of iev€li3fi 
and j<r;M4t'WaB tibe oeatre of attractMnr 
to^Jl whoiWed:pleasiueand tiieir king; 
and those* at oMe •gvalffied' theiic loyally 
and their indlnalion fdia attended iSm 
f^isA summons of their popular^ pieiid; 
and prospeioiis' laid, who now appeared 
at tiie very summit of his amfaiti(m «nd 
his hopes. ' .. 

'^ IiOid Owen, distantly oonnedted wHI^ 
tibe ead^ of Hidbmondyr through his mo-^ 
iiie^, Margaret countess 4>f Rk^ 
with wifom he ted always^ lived in 
dosest'ttlliancie^ had,, from the very be-* 
ginning of his career, ardently^ eapouaed 
tibe -fiimily cause: it'was his exarficnmr 
that levied the Weldi forces whidi met 
Rkhmoi^ (Hi his first landii^ ait Milfindb 
Haven; it was his gallantry which.aMH 

«Ti ^ ' tributed 
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tribttted 80 essentially to bU success ; 
bat more especiaHy it was bts influence 
wMdi bent the mind of lord Stanley to 
tl^t: ambiguotts cwiduct which decided 
the fortune of Bos wortb field. Since 
that glorious victory, which had placed 
the Ofown uo gently upon Henry'a head, 
his influencse throughout Wales had been 
only secondary to that of the good lady 
Margaret: in every insurrection he was 
tb^ &tst to measure arms in the king's 
cause; Simnelfif partizanis . liad fdt the 
weight c^ his sword; and now tiiat this 
last vain eflfort of Perkin Warbeek had 
ended in his personal overthrow lEtnd con^ 
finement in tbe Tower of London-^^-thait 

■s 

the king's govemmmt was <x)iisequent* 
ly more secure than belbre, lord Owen 
thought it right and fit to rejoice in 

peace.-' ' - . ;.. :■..- •■ • 

:>:'*: John 
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JotmdB Mcmtfoit never entered diese 
GBstle^-gates but his heart smote him with 
bittor reecdleotionfr^it'was the scene of 
his humiliatum and - disgrace :: twenty* 
years had not pskssed since he had vied 
tvith its liohle owner in all the ponip of 
pride-'^Hiinoe he had equalled ; him in 
rank and riches; now was he content to 
foUpw in Ms train, .to. attafid his plea- 
sures ta mii^ister toi bis views, and, hi 
truth, to.olN^ his commands. And yet 
he.eMild not eom^lain ctf Owen,' or con- 
demik bit Q(»ldaelt; richer was he in- 
debted to bis forbeafantefand huiKianity» 
whidbk bad suved^ his dwelling from the 
flames^, his pr(q)(^:ty from devastatiour 
and; Wft .^Uy from captivity • 

Tbe.bouses pf De Moi^orfiiuid Owen 
had £;Ntmerly daiified a kindred rank and 
honours foi? many,genera!tionfi-*vth^ir i9^> 

milies 
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had cultivated the Mrictest ties 
friendship and good feUowdiip ; but 
when the present lords were chiUben^ 
there arose fresh civil wars, and for the 
first time fionily-interests separated these 
neighbouring diiefe, who fought on £& 
ferent sides, atid who by necessity be* 
came the bitt^est foes. 

De Montfort was the sworn fiiatid of 
Richard the Tlnrd; and passing ovar 
mmy intervening events, xve^find fa^ 
zealously opposing the eitfl' of EidU 
mond on his fijhrt hoidmgr h^ effiMrtjg 
upcm BoBworth field were all^ iii vaii^^ 
the race of the tjriant was nan, his 4oeui 
was gone f<Mrth, and: he wai gath^ned Co 
his fathers. Mdfitfort ^deai^diired te 
fetreat, but 1^ and sWoid pursiied^him 
-u4as the most gallant leader of the foe, 
he wm marked fat deitrueticm hy the 

triumphant 
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trittiDj^nt hpst^ snd he had jBcaroely. 
reached his domains, when he^ found* 
them involved m ruin. 

He thought it fojctunate that lord 
Owen commanded the enemy: at his, 
instigation war ceased, and a treaty waft 
concluded, by which baron de Montfort 
stipulated to own lord Owen as his su* 
perior lord, to betroth his only daughter, 
Julia, now in the cradle, to lord Owen's^ 
beif , -a boy of seven or eight, and with 
hir ip y w)4 1^ barony in full r^ht and. 
ttUe for ^i^i. excepting an aimuky fpr 
his own ]jfa To this stipulation he had 
tii^,m<)K readily agreed, because his only, 
M|,.:a' b^ about foqr w fiy^ yefurs ol4 
had^^eii'a: viotim to the firfi»t attii^ en 
bis fiwily piansion, and with hhn De- 
Mcmt^rt bad lost Hne in^dinatiQn 9s iiKdl 

as. 
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as power of securing and oontimmig his 
fiunily-pretenrions and pride. 

It was under diese peculiar circum- 
stances that Julia and Walter Owai met; 
and fiequentw^ then- meetings; alike 
the victims of famSjr compact, it was 
that very engagement whidi prevented 
Walter from admiring what every other 
eye admired — ^the beauty of Julia's form 
and feature— ^her soft Hue eye and silken 
lash«^her Uoomihg complexion/ of the 
most dazzling lustre— -ha* sylph-like fi« 
gure» where hiature had instructed every 
graee to move-4ier delicacy aiid Tiva* 
city — ^her bloom and modesty, which, at 
seventeen, create a most powerful inte- 
rest, and add to every ctilinn. Most 
probably, had Walter bestowed upon* 
Julia those attentions which she had a 

right 
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right to.daim^^ and those gallantries 
which were at every other lady's senrice, 
her heart would have acknowledged his 
superiority; madly and nbble in* his de- 
poitment, animated m every feature^ ge- 
nerous and ardent, fate had formed hini 
in the very nK>uId she loved, but had 
withheld the desire to please^— -that de«- 
sire, that winning grace, which in wo- 
man's bosom supplies so many deficient 
des, and without which no woman's 
heart is won. 

Cicely observed with pain their mu- 
tual indifference, and cften rejoiced that 
her being a younger sister had lessened, 
her importance, and had as yet left her. 
unshackled by matrimcmial fetters ; she. 
had heenx^en .soughjk, but, fortuniitely 
for her, no suitcnr had. appeared of si^fii- 

cient 



so THE FAMILIE8 OP 

€ient oonaeqiieiioe t6 provolce her fitther^s 
commands: he knew the prise he had 
to hestow^ he Mt tiie valiie of Cedly^a 
diaracter and hi^ pretensi<His» he ol>> 
sored the universal admiration and^ie- 
spedt she exdted^ and he therefore wait- 
ed fo unite her hand with the hand of 
wealtib, and nmk, and power: in Hie 
meantime, Cecily enjoyed her Hberty» 
and was thankfiiL 

Upon lady C3atheiine fortune had heen 
most unkind: she had heea enrly en.: 
gaged to an heir-apparent of high birth, 
ihe lord Percy's ddest son, an amiable 
and engagkig youth ; they were attadbt-- 
ed, and were anticipating modi enjoy- 
ment in an early union, vphen the pre^ 
litninary circumstanoes carried him to 
court in the v»y nuxbent a &tal sick- 
ness 
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ness* raged in London, which carried 
off multitudes in twenty-four hours, and 
he unhappily fell a victim to its fury. 
She had long and bitterly mourned his 
untimely loss ; • her &ther attempted to 
reunite the tie which had been so sud- 
dei^ bcoken off, by proposing a match 
iHfti tiie seecmd son, who had now sue- 
oeeded to Ms Iffother's pretenaicHis : but 
he, thotfgh young,, was abeady engaged^'^ 
and f&DUgh that engagement promised; 
Heme of; the advantages lord Owen could' 
c/Sbtf lord Percy was .too mudi a man of 
honour to be moved by his blandish*- 
i&eiif9« 

* Tbt sweating siduseas* 
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CHAPTER II. 



We must now return to the magnificen^t 
assembly whom we left carousing in the 
banqueting-chamber. Tedious was the 
feast; its cumWous splendour and gor- 
geous parade interrupted the .enjoyment 
of mirth, and, was but a heavy prelude 
to th^ jnore social sports which ,w.ere {an* 
ticipated. 

In the evening, the groups dispersed 
through the various chambers opened 
for their reception, and exhibited a pom- 
pous confusion of mirth ; some were lis- 
tening to the sweet tones of the min- 
strels, and whilst they were regaled with 

the 
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the exquisite strains of a favourite harper, 
the effect was ^nearly destroyed by the 
discordant din of some miserable mimics, 
who were allowed to place themselves at 
^ distance firom the excellent perform- 
ance, and mimic what they in vain .en^ 
deavoured to imitate. How would x>ur 
modem a^iateurs deprecate the wretch- 
ed taste which could tolerate such an- 
noying buffoonery ? — The tricks of the 
jugglers, and. the activity exhibited by 
tumblers and rope-dancers, attracted nu- 
merous observers, whilst others of more 
refined taste sat listening to verses ia 
praise of the deeds of heroes, or tales of 
gallant knights; some laughed at the 
jesters, who endeavoured to excite mirth 
by facetious stories, and some wept with 
the mournful reciters of fictitious «or- 
row. Dice* cards, and chess, attracted nu- 

merous 
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ineroas votaries, and likewise the game 
of shovel-board, to which, in modem 
limes, the billiard-table has succeeded, 
but which, in the fifteenth century, i/nia 
deemed a magnificent ornament in ft 
nobleman's apartment, and was ofteft 

« 

curiously wrought and inlaid. . ' 

The most gallant lords and fidrest la- 
dies sodn retired to the dancing-hall, 
Which was more espedally reserved for 
■«e U^^ particular ftfend.. ftecK* 

• ■ • - . 

ceM minstrels were here in attendance, 
land iere long thdr cheerful strains roused 
the energy and animation of the party. 
These strains continued till the morning 

* • . • 

dawned, when the company began to 
assemble, arrayed for hunting: already 
was the game aroused and driven into 
nam>w endosures, for the purpose o^ af. 
iracting ladies to the sporf ; stands were 

erected, 
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«seQled« ia wbidbi they took their Qtation^ 
md being &auliar with the use of the 
}fmg and evoss-bow, tiiey did coBfiider* 
fSblh e^ceoutiott amongst the hevds of 
4e9F ndueh wt»?e driv^i \uidemeatk 

Julia'^ animation was strongly excit* 
^d ; her aim was oorreet-— c|^id£ as Ught-^ 
Bing flew her arrowti^ and woe to the 
laeighbeiurhood where they felL Hee 
diull was much admired-— her dexterity 
was pidsed ; but Walter neithtt mark* 
ed her skill* or attended upon her stepao 
Julia was piqued^ and though indlfifeieaA 
to hy lov^ she felt she had a datm upon 
1m attc^tion^ and the praise she veoeived 
WM: imperfect in^ his absence. How 
wany hearts thei^e aw^ whidi; if lanily 
bodesIL would own a^ kindred feeling ! 
f(4io Io¥e toiextet umiyerBal homi^ and 
fifha claim attentiont^ which ijhey neither 

voik u c value 
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viedue or return ! But Julia would have 
had stronger motives for offence, had she 
known the cause of his absence : it. waft 
indeed a rival whom he sought, and 
whom, in th^ ronfusion of amusement^ 
and ^rade, he could seek unnoticed— 4t 
waB^ JuHa's own attendant, an elegant 
and interestiiig girl, of good family but 
no; fortune, v^ho had received the sam^ 
education and advantages as Julia, with 
whom she associated as companion gad 
friend, and who treated her as an equal 
in i^&Bt private hours; but, in public, 
she fell back into the rank she really oc- 
cupied in the family, and when she was 
not in attendance upon Julia, she retired 
amongst her own associates. It was there 
tliat Walter stole away^ and drew her in-* 
to the |:etired imd romantic shades which 
were now abandoned^ and where, though 

- surrounded 
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!«iUTOunded by throngs^ they>were en&e^ 
Ijr alone. 

Ellen knew Bhe wronged ha* mistreat 
^d her friend, but Ellen scarcefly ana» 
Ijrzed her feelings: she felt it was the 
kdg^ ' of Resumption to imagine her- 
f^SLTWtli and -though ^sHe envied Julia' 
her prospects^ she did not suppose it wai 
m her power to endanger them. Poor 
Ellenl she did not perceive her own 
danger ^till it was too late to escape un* 
hurt 

So frequently was tlie presence ofWaL 
ter necessary , that they wa^ only trail- 
dent moments he^could devote to EUen^ 
but so d^ghtful were those momentiE^ 
and 80 entirely did her heart rest upon 
theirrememfatance, that sheobsenred new 
thing around her; nor was it in Ellen'r 
j>ower to mark the- feats' of bowlings 

a% wxestling^ 



passed before her eyes, nor whQ^ liadl 
gM0l#. t^ prk$^ ]b<99feo^j^ by 1^ bmon 
a* qewiy^ to %Q^ whp w^i» e^(^d^ 

urooed h^ nc^cerr-i* was i» v^i tlhqr^ 
^aoed ^e tropbiai o£ viptoy^ at bee 
^t; tliQ^ hal^, ike mna^ tiie cs^n-ntatti 
j^rksQs foe skills md dressed m garkndsL 
aod&iei7» and) borne away in triupipllu 
•.^1 failed to interest. 

When the hunting was conduded^ a 
grand hawkingrmatdi. was substituted:;. 
^\mty oae appeared: with; their hawic 
I|oodwiaked m hsuid; but thc^ most beau% 
tiiul. bird was. obseEredi tO: flutter up«ftj» 
tbe. handiof that same unknown knight 
who. had; been* obsenredi to colter, the 
Qllde ndth. hk. udmown train, anct 

^ who 
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wlio had not y^t announced Idi iM^ <)if 
title ; every thing about him bc^i^ tl^ 
4sipp6aranoe of 6plendoi>r> mid th^ cotfiv 
tesy of lord Owen amuted his own ^e^ 
^nre for an introduction. 

The company having r^tch^ the Aveft 
where the birds Were to be let ^y, iri^ 
noble istranger approached Julia and pre^- 
wnted her his bird. She looked at Wal- 
toer> Md in that moment foigave his ne^- 
gligence; for so pr^ssessing was thfe 
air of the unknown, so engaging hi« 
mann^, that he hiad attrat;ted Universal 
edmiiratjoti, and of none mc^ thM JuUii^ 
Whdse IK^matitiii itod cn^dent imagination 
Was int6lresA;ed by the idr o( mystery aM 
o(^lcealm«it which he affected. 

£veiit bitd had two li«lte bell^ tik^k^^ 
ed to its f^ iatid most mtttfcbl wte titi? 
gentle wund atid m^i^tinudiig which «&- 

c 3 ed 
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fd the air as so many ascended. The 
ladies entered into this amusement with 
great eagerness^ and were observed to be 
even more expert in the management of 
their birds than^ the gentlemeni JulisT 
was always assisted by her kind attend- 
ant, whilst the ladies Catherine and Ce»- 
cily were surrounded by admirers, who 
adored the beauty, grace^ and winning 
manners of the younger sister, and loved 
the sweetness^ sense, and accomplish^ 
ments of her elder. 

. When the sport was ended, at a given 
^gnal the well-trained birds flew back td 
their respective owners; and as every 
rank in life had a particular species of 
hawk assigned it, it was soon noticed 
that the stranger knight had a bird which 
could be used by no rank beneath a ba- 
ron's son. Julia returned it, and spoke 

her 




OWEW AND DE MONTFORT. S% 

her thanks in the sweetest tones of cour- 
ted and good breeding. At this time 
Walter was at her side, and it is not im- 
possible but the attentions of the stran- 
ger had attracted his, for we oflen fail to 
esteem a privilege till another points out 
its value, and nothing elevates a woman 
more in the eyes of man than her being 
sought by others. Whatever might be 
the <Mise, Walter devoted himself to 
Julia on their return to the castle, and 
the whole company determined to pass 
through the enclosure where the games 
were held, and at once enliven their de- 
pendents with their presence, and amuse 
themselves with their feats of activity 
and address. They were pitching the 
bar ; to that succeeded leaping and play.!, 
ing with foils, and the whole concluded 
with a peculiar species of wrestling : 

c 4 two 



two m^i rode upon Ae chooldfirs of 
two more, as upon a horse, and tiie 
wiresdeis who ware mounted straggled 
imig and hard to dinnount each other; 
at length one sueeeeded, and to the suft 
pfise of 'the assembly the victor was a 
little man eompared to the yanqnidied 
-*-^ proof how secondary is strength to 
skin and address. Some of the prizes 
which had not yet been bestowed we^e 
now distributed by the ladies ; and for* 
tunate did they esteem themselves who 
soieeeived them : the little wrestler was 
entitled to a lamb, and this was present- 
ed by the gentle Julia, herself its £iirest 
emblem. 

In the evening, when the ladies had 
retired, €edly rallied Julia upon ihe sU 
tentibn she had excited and so gaily re« 
She slightly defended herself; 

and 
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and tt&torted upm Walter^ g^tly es^ 
^fe«skig her disappiobaiicm df his eDti^ 
duct 

'<My densest Julid^"i»id G^y^^Wid- 
tet hi» fimltd trhlch t have frequc!tiily 
{Kiint^ isat to youl* notice; but yotit 
gentle naUire, I fatn eerildn, will rafAf 
irritate his tebiper : he is td be won by 
kindness, but too easOy estranged by 
oonteriipt or negk^.- Take my hofrioui'* 
ed mother for your model— she has 
meekly bor^ h^ griefs, griefs whieH 
you wlB netet know ; for Walter has a 
warmth ^f heart which your tenderness 
may kindle to a flame, and he is fre^ 
fiom that Tain ambition which has so 
eruefiy wri&cked all my father^s domestic 
a^ctions.^ 

« But, Cecily, it is hard to be deprived 
of that tenderness and affection! which 

c 5 every 
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every man s^ms eager to display blithe 
to whom I am betrothed Is he to hare 
a legal surrender of my heart without 
one elSbrt to gain it?-«-to teach me to 
subdue every feeling which his coldness 
chills in the very bud? — ^to crush that 
fidth and devotion which would be my 
pride and delight^ but has no object 
upon which to spend itself, no sympa- 
thy to call it forth ? — How mudb I envy 
my poor Ellen, whose humble station is 
her security^ who, placing her aBSeettona 
upon some worthy object of her love, 
may indulge them unchecked by the 
claims (^ amUtion !" 

Oh! how blind is human nature f — 
How much more was Ellen the object 
of pity from being loved, than Julia 
from being ne^ected I 

Cecily's good sense and friendly argu-^ 

ments 
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menite at length convinced Julia that 
her prospects, though not sufficiently 
romantic and energetic to satisfy her ar* 
dent temper, had every chance of se* 
curing to her peace and happiness ; and 
she parted from Cecily at the approach 
of the gentlemen, firmly convinced that 
Walter had at least as much reason to 
complain of her indifference as she had 
to accuse him. 

The Knight of the Green Plume, hy 
which name the stranger was distin* 
guished, from his helmet, still retained 
his armour: he immediately approached 
JuUa,' in company with Walter; and 
Julia, acting under the influence of Ce- 
cily's advice, singled out Walter as the 
principal object of her attention. Wal- 
ter was not unmindful of this flattering 
distinction— -the more welcome, as it was 

c 6 yielded 
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yklded in presence of lus rival* who on 
im part Mt an equal degree of mortifi* 
cation and disappointmenL 

Cecily* who» tiiough surrounded fay a 
numerous train and various gratifications* 
had always a thought to bestow upon lier 
friends, observed the scene with pleasure* 
and thought this was now tlie opportu* 
tiity for Walter to be enamoured,, and 
that Julia would deeply impreas her 
image on his heart. 

The festivities of the eyenin^ adled 
JuUa to the danoe; she gave her hand 
to Walter, and her expressive eye beam* 
ed with .seIf-approbati<xi as she glanced 
upon Cecily. 

The company retired, greatly exhaust*- 
ed with the varied q>orts of the day, and 
^e baron had most judiciously devoted 
the following to those exhibitums whidi 

would 
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.would exdte no fatigue, in order to re* 
firesh the champions, and prepare them 
for the exertions which awaited them om 
the monow. 



CHAP- 



^ 



88 THE FAMILIES OF 



CHAPTER III. 



^HE next morning began with displays 
of horsemanship : seven horses properly 
trained were mounted by the riding- 
master and several esquires and gentle- 
men; they then performed a regular 
ballet-dance in admirable order and pre- 
cision. Next were seen issuing from the 
trees three brilliant pageants: the first 
proved to be a castle full of ladies ; the 
most beautiful had been selected for the 
occasion, amongst whom Cecily and Julia 
bore a distinguished rank ; the ladies De 
Burgh and the Miss Herberts were also 
singularly admired : they were all appa- 
relled 
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relied alike, in pale-blue satin, covered 
with bloom-coloured flowers and em^ 
broidered with wreaths of gold — ^their 
heads adorned with gauze handkerchiefs, 
striped witli gold and edged with the 
finest pearl. The second pageant was a 
slnp in full sail, which anchored b^iesTth 
the castle ; and the third was a moving 
mountain covered with armed knights, 
who stormed the castle and oUiged the 
ladies to surrender. In this rencounter 
the green-plumed knight had a warm 
struggle for the hand of Julia — this 
time Walter was foiled, and yielded the 
lady to the care of his rival. 

The pageants passed away, and were 
succeeded by a group of young men, 
who most daringly essayed to dance be-, 
tween the pohits of swords and spears : . 
this they j)ot only effected, but perform- 
ed 
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ed with equal agility, grace, abd eOtei 
Other gentlemen came forward to pky 
at casting of the bar, one of the moBt 
popular games in vogue ; others fought 
at the barriers with swords and battld^ 
axes. 

The last amusement in reserve wm 
tilting at the ring, which was no sooner 
proposed than a gallant band mounted 
for the contest. The ring was su^ipend- 
ed, and the competitoTS, riding at full 
speed, in three attempts endeavoured ta 
thrust the point of their knee through 
the ring and bear it away. In the first 
contention none were sueoessfhl, but 
Walter struck it mcst flneijoently, «id 
therefore gained the lodvantage and the 
vietory. But noHikig shcM of adbsohite 
suceesi would eontent ^ies6 aninteted 
Gompetitors^^th^ emh washed to gain 

the 



OWE* AXm WE HOKTtORT. tt 

atte pnze^ «nd cast it at tbe i^rine of 
hewatyi and, T^rith the baron's penniis^ 
fikm, tiiey loade a second Irid. Tkis 
time ibrtone seemed to favour joung 
0e 'SAcm; bis lance iiron the ring, but 
in the effort he dropped them both. To 
dismoont, gain hfa prize, and bear it to 
the feet df lady Catherine, was but the 
action of a moment, when an immediate 
cry of ^ False ^yT resounded Acm 
the pk3rers: they contended that the 
dropping his lance deprived him of the 
irictofy ; and De Viois with eqif^J vehe- 
nence asserted his claim. Tlie baron 
was caUed upon to determine the ques« 
tion: he referred to his marshal, who 
decided against De Blms, and l^reforo 
the lemaimng candidatetr were entided 
to thd]|; trials. At the second attempt 
tiie stranger knight thrust in his ianoe^ 

and 
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and extending it with the ring fixed onr 
its point, he presented it most gracefully 
to Julia, declaring the only pleasure so 
trifling a victory afforded him was the 
opportunity it gave him of approaching, 
her. : 

Upon the return of the company tcr 
the castle, they were encountered hy a 
strange figure covered with the skinj^ of 
goats, with a wreath of oak around his 
head and another encircling his body: 
he rushed ffom a thicket as they ap- 
proached, and recited verses in praise of 
lord Owen's . hospitality and the gay 
throng it had assembled. A little br- 
iber on, they passed a group. of gentle* 
men tilting at the quintain, which was 
the wooden figure of a Saracen armed 
at all points, bearing a shidLd upon his 
left arm and a sabre in his right hand, 

and 
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ajnd standing on a pivofv to enable the 
figure to move round with rapidity. 
The real warrior was to use his utmost 
endeavours to knock this enemy down, 
and in so doing the figure was to be 
struck in the face, for if the blow fell 
faor wide of it, and especially upon the 
shield, the quintain turned rapidly rounds 
and might give a severe blow with his 
wooden sabre, which was considered 
highly. disgraceful, and excited laughter 
and ridicule* This disgrace occurred dur- 
ing the time the company was assem-- 
bled, and the unfortunate and prostrate 
hero was discovered to be one of the 
stranger knight's esquires: the master 
looked mortified and the man confound* 
ed, when immediately, with indignation 
•burning in his countenance, another of 
)iis esquires entered the lists, and at the 

first 



\ 
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first Mow levelled the poor SMTftttn to 
the ground. After this t^iere seemed nO 
further novelty to detain the party, ahd! 
they regained the castle^ to prepare fix 
the goi^reous feast, ^ 

The evening was fine, add a grand 
display of firewwks was prepared in tfae 
park, where every one now crowded 
with considerable eagerness. The inters 
mediate trees were filled with lights, and 
presently a man was seen descending 
fi-om the battlements of the castle : he 
seemed to wing his flight through the 
air, so slender was the rope that sup»- 
ported him ; both his hands were fiUied 
with torches, and whikt every beholds 
was trembling for his safety, he shot 
amidst the trees^ and pi^mtfy alighted 
upon the ground, where he seemed tb 
^ow into one brilliant Ua%e of light, so 

immediately 
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»fimedkAely €Bd the filtewerk succeed 
U^ dMeeRt Biiming d^rts^ beams of 
irtaffs^ streams' of fi|«, shots of thunder'^ 
Jb^ts-*-4dl- burst with such yehemence 
npoiL iske sight, tibe earth seemed tp^ 
tremble under tAeir force; -waving to 
and &Of mounting in the ahr — then de« 
semcKng with equal rapidity into the 
watoK; they dkappeared for a time^— theit 
again arose from the water, gleamed idbng 
iSiB iHiaMpSud burnt ^ricHisly till utterlj 

Amidjst. jbhe variety of these exhibit* 
i&oiMf and favoured by the darkness of 
liihe suiveunding shades^ Walter frequent- 
ly sought the side of Ellen; for at a more 
hunal^e distance from the scene of gaiety 
t}|0 itafortor guests wa'e stationed. Ellai 
Ibtt the impropriety of his conduct ; and 

» 

»-he^entfy drew her from the crowd, 

she 
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isbe instinctively drew back, and shun- 
ned the dange»His temptation: thiiS was 
all her firmness could effect — she could 
banish impropriety^ but she' could not 
banish herself his presence ; as ^'^ pur- 
sued she should have flown, and as the 
timid hare evades that force she cannot 
control, so should Ellen have avoided 
bis love. She dwelt upon his engage- 
i3[ients/of which Julia had long since in- 
ibrmed' her — she mourned theinferitoity 
of her own station ; these were subjects 
which now perpetually engaged her 
whole soul, and in his absence she rea^. 
^^oned well upon her duty ; but the mo- 
ment he appeared, reason and prudence 
fled*— her innate modesty and delicacy 
were her only protection, and, enrap- 
tured with the flattering but dangerous 
^tinctions she ^njoyed^ when he seized 

her 
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Tier hand she could scarcely withdraw it 
fiom his grasp. 

Walter had naturally a strong sense 
^f honour — ^his principles were yet pure, 
land, awed by her native diffidence and 
dignity, he was at once respectful and 
tender : conscious that she was acquaint-^ 
ed with the ties that bound his faith, he 
never spake of love — in seeking her, he 
seemed only to prefer her society to the 
noisy bustle of parade; but he had long 
loved her, and during lus visits to Julia, 
though never indulged with the oppor- 
tunities he now enjoyed of her company, 
lie had often railed at fortune for not x^t 
yemng their situation. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



^ 



7fts next cU^ a grand toumament ifinaGi 
iso be held^ which the heralds had long 
;pioeLaimed: to all 4^e neighbouring dhielGa^ 
jmd which consequently^ had colieeted aU 
dlihe gallant youths around. Many;, on: 
tlie report they had heaixi: of Gedly^a 
fame and beauty, sought this opportd* 
nity of an uitroductionL to woo her love 
;and win her Vir^n- pity; tibiey desired! 
to recommend themselves by deedis of 
^ums, and having now seen her, and 
been fascinated with her charms, they 
were eager to fight in vindication of 
lier superior ^:cell^ce« The lists were 

markedly 
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marked, the banners unfurled, the he- 
ralds at their post, when the cavalcade 
moved slowly from the castle.' Their 
way lay through a deep and sombre 
wood, so impervious to the sun that its 
rays never pierced the gloom ; cool and 
refreshing were its glades^ for the day 
was hot and glowing. Nothing could 
be more romantic than the surrounding 
scene : the road was bounded on either 
side by shaggy rocks and precipices, all 
green with underwood; these rocks 
formed a bed for the waters, which per- 
petually trickled down their sides, and 
the little stream being confined within 
narrow and uncertain boundaries, and 
frequently interrupted in its course, ran 
rapidly along, forming a favourite re- 
treat for trout. 

This road continued in all its beauty 
vox;.. I. D and 
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* 



and dark seclusion tor about a mile, then 
immediately openai upbn tlie field of 
sport; and here what a contrast now 
presented Itself! The us£s were superTb- 
ly decorated, and ornamented with arms 
and banners — the temporary s(^ioIds 
erectecl for the company Wng with <a- 
pestry, and superbly embroidered witn 

;^.U'. Jrrv^i •••'.•,' ''4' -M *^«-.»i V.'i-l ..'C, 

gold and silver: already were seated 
upon an elevated platform, and decked 
m sumptuous array, the oaroiless of 
(5wen, countess of Kicnmoncl, and ttfe 
ladies Catherine, Cecily, and ^lilia, with 
tl^e ^s of ^ittenry theJ^e;^Vnth 'iic% 
emblazoned abo^e tlieir liedds. 

Emerging from such a deep and length- 
ened shade, the eye could scarcely endure 
the ghstenmg splendour of the dazzung 
scene. Every corner of the neld ^splay- 
M a nch magnmcence : the kmghis, as 

tfeey 
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SJmy appeased one '.fay rone^ stibieaMtliir^ 
Bod kofttos gwgeously Mnayed, irode jtp 
.to r&e vitgin cahield isuspended at rtl^ 
^ntsance fof cthe iliste, land jenterefl stbmr 
iBSDiesia8(ebdlfei]^6BsfiEHr2theiipQcts; the 

sume eUxlodMid in tnKdly and ^tfeteting 
lappard: 39iidimj6bow;iof ipomp^ }beaitty» 
laiA giandeur)ivpa8;aiifonderfiuJ.;speoUd^ 
'liisigltlmiedia& it>w4S[iby)the<:C]3eS';of dbe- 
•mlds, dan^mr jcif ttmnipets^ ^oto^ ^f 
jxrms^xudikig ofieombatants^andishidiits 
ii£ h^BoHers. iEhe'JbaHttnmpp^urdd jMt, 
mttendtd fayi-a/^umcicnss itKaia.i^--8eE^i- 
torSiiniidiJiiveiTy, 9i|cliDaiDediateLyi&U 
ilowadilypiUis tBOunseUoTS^ftittiuHiMrs^aQQar- 
shals» stewards, secretartes^qh^plainSif^- 
^«i4Idfl^fmnHnvants^ and pages^ asjon/days 
iiifithei tliighest 9tate. 

.4tfi»rithe usubliiiertiQpiiiesJweseiwn- 

D 8 eluded. 



Sa THE FAMILIES OF 

duded, the knights entered the lists, 
each anned with a pointless sword and 
a truncheon hanging from the saddle; 
and after first exchanging tokens of ami- 
ty, they, arranged themsielves in rival 
parties, and furiously contended for pre- 
jeminence and victory : those who were 
spectators might have imagined it was a 
real combat, not a peaceful trial of skill 
they were suEve3dng, so fierce were the 
attacks, so obstinate the defence : where- 
ever the sword of the green-plumed 
knight appeared, victory followed bis 
steps — his adversaries were forced to 
yield the advantage, and he seemed by 
silent ccmsent ialways to be placed at the 
head of his party . . 

Walter Owen was the rival whom he 
was seen most firequently to attack, asid 
having at length singled him .out,, he 
' cast 
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oist his arms about him, and strenuous- 
ly endeavoured to puU him from his* 
hov^, which was considered a mortal 
diegradation to a knight. Walter find- 
ing his enemy would not quit his hold^ 
put spurs to the horse, and would have 
drawn him still hanging upon his neck, 
but the knight, l^ a wonderftil effort, 
in the same instant loosened his grasp^ 
and with equal grace and agility leaped 
into hi^ saddle, without coming to th^ 
ground. It was not' long before they 
again mci:, when the stranger rode with 
such prbdi^Qus f(»roe against * him,' that 
Walter's horse reeled, stumbled,! ij and 
fell ; -and his nder must have inevitably 
been His^aced; biit he ching last to the 
horse's neck^- and there held till he reco- 
vered his ground^ and arose with Walter 

D 8 stiU 
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fUM firmiy seated on hm» sftddle^, thoH^ 
melf bituiasdi aiMb hurt. 

j^^ngeB andf nbnfe- wene tisifaly mkk* 
l^hsg tritdi tdie spwts^wheiiitbefealYiiiiOtf* 
i^mA them to <xsm; tiie hendds; filldod 
«p the feannen^ the jignsil ft)i thecoQ-r 
dbi^ii^ of thie- tournament. Tkeknig^ 
«to hod eWefly distingiiished Aem^ 
li^w on ektwr side were vBsyersaUy 
flSii^wtd to be Walter and tike unkuoma; 
iO&ie ftfir wer^ unhorsed;, and otheit 
dfcrtv^n brf ond the borrieM^ atoaskgpi 
wit^na was the yamtg Dr Blois^ who sp 
tmfomifutt^ hxrt: the ring he bad wen 

Ko sociNT waathia dedsion made 
iasKywih than Ihe Ejiight of the Ghreea 
Phrnie advanced, and for the first time 
unbraced his hdnket^ dkplaying a most 

uiterestmg 
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inte^tij^g form of feature, blooi?nir(^ 
idth manhood and' blushiig witb mo- 
destv. He approached the herald, and 
pijesented him his hehnet All were 
' astonished at this action, for the heralds 
could only claim the helmets of those 
who had made their first achievement 
in arm& His first esquire then display- 



T-? furr- 



ed his shield/ and pronounced his mas- 
ter to be Herbert, nephew and hdr of 
lord Henry de Lacy; and the knight 
taking fipm his page a folded paper, ac- 
knpwledged himself to be a messenger 
fix>m the king to all the nobles assem- 
bled, containing gracious assurances of 
love, thanks to his friends, pardon to his 
foes, and a faithful promise of oblivion 
and p*otection to ^1. The young l^^ight 
concluded by craving pardon for his 
studied concealment, but acknowledged 

d4 that 
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that his sense of honour would not have 
permitted him to declare his name, h^ 
he disgraced it by a defeat ; in that case, 
he would privately have delivered his 

dispatches into the baron's care, and si- 

' • ■ ' ■".>.•■ 

lently departed. 

There was one who listened to this 

' ' ■ • •••■*»'*, 

disclosure with evident signs of einbar- 

,• . ' .■•••■• 

rassment and distress — ^it was lord Owen's 
confessor, who, standing at his lord's right 
\xkiAy now eyed him attentively^ endea- 
vouring to trace the trouble of his soul 
in the agitation of his features ; but lord 
Owen stood unmoved : joy and inward 
peace of mind beamed in every look; 
with his usual grace and courtesy hie 
received the gallant youth, welcomed 
hiili to his castle, and urged his further 

.stay.. • 

Confounded at this efirohtery, whidi 

argued 



^ 
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*■ ■ 

'ttrgixed a Wonderful presence of mind, or 
"k cohiscience hardened to evei^ sense of 
guilt, the confessor drew beck, and eA- 
geifly inquired of the pageis whether their 

♦ • r 

lord, sir 'Herbert de Lacy, resided in 
Shit)^8hire ? 2ind being answered in ihe 
affirmative, he was confirmed in his sus* 

r 

'picion and ^rprise: 

Irt <hte' ihe£intime the sports eontinti- 
ed, ahd the jnst succeeding to the tour- 
nament, the lists were ax)wded with 
competitors, who prepared to defend the 
fame and beftuty of 'their love by force 
of artns(. De Lacy would have dial- 
lenged Walter to the contest, but as the 
same lady was the honoured choice of 
both, he selected the eldest son of sir 

ft 

Gilbert For ster as a foe, who by his 
'great fame in arms was worthy of ccm- 
tendihg with him, apd who beiog a de- 

d5 voted 
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ivottid adlodfercdfithe M^ Ceeil^r, m»M 
toaoae a hsiy in »eireKQr mray wf^lti^. of 

tobUnlM^ ^tdnancedi ^eaoh^ittemded b)r«W 

4aid Bt iB igvvMi ffiigiial ibe .loBce ^11103 

couched and the attocdi: ^€)QnnaQnmd»i-^ 

^udn 'skm »aHd ^deefifi t¥«i6 difpl^jjied: 

4fae ^at<ttnttoii 1^ 4ke Ja^s vCedUjr and 

•ffulia MM» fstron^y vexfiited, ifer it ^muJit 

4i& 6wBtod thevjatensonraad^jDaxik.af^yaimg 

^Be ^L«dy lidd rhy titt> means diauni$)i^ 

41m$ inttr^st iliis my^teriouB attmtiopa^} 

dfttd^alreiQyamied «iA^fi«e»b€art^jDf JluUf, 

land ^she'iilsTO than ever j»0ui»Qd .those 

ities n^hoch, .liitheitoibMiie^i^h.indlflrer« 

aMce^'tvrerejlik^y ]|ow\ taJbeoame^^}lipg 

«Md Ifeitsful^-iiiifaikbshe^aufiSercdJier j^^ 

40 d9VsUf«i)€ail th^iperfectioiusi^f ^tRQtb^, 

GUbert 
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Gilbert Fprster h&d not &iled in fral- 
lantry to Cecily, but ,he had failed in 
winnipg her love: in common with 
many other noble youths^ he had de- 
voted himself wholly to her ; but whe- 
iher this inreat variety bewildered her 
choice, or that fortune reserved her {pv 
another, her love dwelt not with any ; 
her finratitude and thanks were all she 
ffave — they were spoken with a silent 
eloquenoe .her eye only could bestow, 
and which bpamed with softness and 
kind affection upop all, but with tender- 
ness and love cm none : she )vas pleased 
and flattered with the universal homa^re 
she exdted; for what woman ever yet 

,f>-:' '-( or/it, T'> 'if* *<'.rT'»s t:v— r-.v 

was dead, to admiration ? 

Various were the turns of fortune the 
heroes experienced : early in the copibat 
De Lacy ^ had received a heavy, thrust 

' D 6 upon 
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upon his right arm, which had hearty 
paralyzed his efforts, and kept him en« 
tirely upon the defensive : this had given 
courage and inspired hopes in his adver- 
sary; but the nerves recovering their 
tone and energy, De Lacy hastened to 
dose with Gilbert, and grappling him 
in his iron grasp, he loosened him from 
his seat, whilst the horse, urged to escape, 
flew with his unhappy rider dangling in 
the stirrup. Fatally would this Strife 
have ended, had not De Lacy, by a mo- 
mentary turn, headed the flying courser, 
t 

and snatching his bridle, relieved the 
hero from his perilous situation ; and he 
was removed from the field, vanquished, 
bruised, and greatly stunned by his fall. 
De Lacy could not rejoice in a victory 
flo dearly obtained : he stole by the side 
of Julia, more as a culprit than a con- 

queror. 
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queror» and anxiously awaited the re- 
turn of those who had carried Gilbert 
to the castle^ and who. had forbidden his 
following, frpni motives of silence and 
quiet, so essential to the patient's reco- 
very. 
Notwithstanding this kaid dEttastrophe, 

the fights continued : Walter contested 
, •' ■ . . . f- 

with young De Blots, and both were 

uinhorsed together, and fought on foot, 

■ ■ • ■ 

till fortune declared in faVour' of De 
Blois: others succeeded, till the day bcf- 
ing far spent, the sports were dikcohti- 
hued, aiid the distributioh of the priziei^ 
was reservied for tlie evening. 



■ ■ J • 
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^joen^e^^^.^^oE^ by, others; ^jnd \^ 
.two MflS i9?^^' .Jf}#' ?p4\some ,^ 

escape the g^ep^ pjyyd ifiuipj^^fd : IJ^e 
Lacy, De Blois, the Huberts, and many 
more pursued them, and exchanged the 
low- bufibonety and indelicate sarcasm 
' of the motley crowd, for interesting con- 
▼orsation or gallant discourse. 

Walter 






.fHT(thi^'»r|>t!P;9^p]:oeQt§ hie flO)4d 

flpUfiiy, Jhe ppoed 9Jio^ the rigbt ^iiig 
.of thie.j5Wtlft wJ^^g^e Jl^s fhwt'.vJ4(?p^i:^ 

lAHSt At .be -toW ^hat .^ miich !^lcy 
lOUQgleii wHb fher, .^jriueX-rr-tbait Jj^ 
heart was not unmindful of Wa}^, 
..wlien. slve,;gp»itt<?^. tbe jg^jjeral jgpailaaaent 
49]Jk>tt^ .tp,he!rjwso«iates,r,md wandered 
J1^^^pl;l^gh,tlJe.g^l7 i-rTlJowbtJfissJt T?§ts 
a secret sympathy, a mutual iH^erst^q^* 

pHr¥ch.Jkd.;tbeqa:tP tite^fijPRe.^jpwit. 

.iFipi».*itl»er,en4,pf ,the,|^eiy,tb^ 
4€S93i;i«d , e^<^ .otftipf, ftir <tbe ,/iastle ^vks? 
.p^ ^1i^. throj^hput; Mt tkfiiJ^ 

AOtibifK YVi^s ^%ri^5n;if^,^l|;JI»/9tW^ 

than 



r 



%hM ^pe ^m WMetl ^ j^i*' Ellen 
teeing' ho fly ; this S«^ the trilJdi^%» 
1t^meh.tili>desty paid td her'irtJi)rii£tdUc!b 

sbul reveiled; wliiclt Her Caridoirr^ fbited 
^Ver W diT^nbwl6!lge she cdiiim^^^ 
*d6hsenlfrri^ to ibdet otie so iiAibKlie^ iW|. 
|>eiibr, iitd 'whose hbnotii^me atfenjtibriti, 
ishe well loiewj wer6 alr^aidy engrossed 



I ' ' » * y 

^bice of t^hd^rh'iiSs wbisperra ' lii hbt 
e^— " Criiyi felleti, ' Why do you tKd^s 

• r 

lord,'' she iSroiild have said, biit the wbl-ds 
faltered oh her tongue; aiid bhly a sigh 
escaped ha*t that sigh was eatcMtt^-ii 
Walter h^ved it ba6k^ aiid the littfe 
inbiihifiil tribtite of sorr6w and affi^on 

« 

plainly 
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plainly spoke their thoughts : they both 

r 

r 

saw the datiger and the folly of cherish*- 
ing such hofieless love ; kunefaed upon 
tlie snrooth ciiirreht of their afibctions, 
and gliding sweetly down its stream, 
they saw the whirlpool to which it 
led, where every ho^e must fetally he 
wrecked. 

Impreissed with these terrible forebod- 
ing|8 and conviction of the truth, Walter 
dbred not excite hopesT which he could 
not himself participate': He felt — oh, how 

• • • • ' . . 

forcibly ! that she Was loved ; he felt that 

she returned his love^ — that piElrehtiEil an- 

■ .. . ^ ' . ^ . ., • - • _ 

thority awaited only the ' knowledge of 

■•....... ■• . . • 

it, to tear the'm for ever from each others 

sight, tb quenbh' the Aatae which burnt 

so brightly. Ai that ttioment, how did 

Walter wisK hirtiself poor! hdt^yid he 

spurn the rank and riShes' which held 

him 



his frame; pradence could up. ^pij^itt^ 

kM t^e ^3pw. ^^ ip tHtos? F^ 

m^' ^Pfj W»|iR *¥ ?»^^s pf pen.:^:. 

Fly ,mfM «ier^$b« ^»ms9)t ftr! w 

^e (5pij&|Siiaq, ftf |;Jiiis night: i^ i^ ?a§y ff> 

At 






At thi3( wiomewt thiB. <w: hw^ of EU^n 
irafiF laid vpcw Uw mQutb^^ and. as he ^tppr 
p«d to Id^ arjd psess it tp. his, Ups^ sfe? 

self fix>m his grasp, in a voiia^ Jti^ f^i;^ 

ad..imya( evHAtiaa aq4, 9^ticm. i^ ex- 

1^ my lai;4.} my.4ependw1; st^^qn ^ 
;ai» 4ng^(£9memt» forhid 9UPh, pi;?W]^pr 

mtvit ney?F m^ $ m^. may JJe ^y? m? 
grw» *px bear my fprtw? pa^i^nt^y !— 
youjT agit»tiipA fAmxiS, mer-I ffel th? 
ifopropiiety of fl^r roeetjirig; : q\M «ie 

e^copi^ "whiM yet I h^y? sl^?Pn|^ t^ 

fly!" 

« 

. Struck with ^ PW^' t}>e 4i»?re^90 

of Ellen, Walter drew back^ gyery tfr 
lttHlt»qu8.|feeUng ^ufesiide^,, »n4 eyeing 

\)^ lyMb looks of D?Q>Sf^ »^fa^p;V 

he 
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he faltering whispered—*^ Oh, Etien, 

m 

teach me how to act— let me hear from 
your lips my fate; and if they srpedk 
but once again, majr it l>e to utter my 
forgiveness T ''■"' '- • ' • ^ 

** Kneel not to nie,' riiy Ibrd, lior^'ctA 
me thine;^' said Men ;^ too plafeiy^hfa 
tliis hotir revealed bur thbii^hts^^ aifd 
in future our only securiify iAtist*fl(?]^iilld 
upon kn eternal separation.^ SoWyin^ 
she pirepaa^d to leaive hind^; ' tb wHieh' W 
would not gently have submitted, Vdf 1 
riide noise of metiinient Was hear9 dp* 
proachifig^, ixiosi uncdngetiikl td 'ihleii 
preseht^il^ling^T he felt th^'^tnphS^ei 
ty of their being thus discovered, and 
siiatciiing* one Kastj^ farewfeti, they spee- 
dily retired:'-^'* " '■^' '-'-^ ^' - -'•• '''^ 

Walter' toUldscftroefy ihi^ M'fy^ 
ings suffici^tly tb appear' calfniy s^d 

collectedly 
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oolloctedly asa sp^ptator and candidate 
ati tl^ gcafid distrib^tion (^prizes which 
ittwedted tbe^wardof the ladies, and were 
ito; feeiiffe^fe^ited .aft^ the eyejning ban- 
iqijjet Wi the. .gy^at ^laU of rthe castle. The 
^^mes, were alj^ caUed oyeii; before Walter 
took his seat, and the herald, by univer- 
se QonsQifiti immediately proclaiiped sir 
Herfafsrlk, de, l^^acy apd sir Walter. Owen 
fis the^^kmgh^ts .who had won the tourna- 
ment, .andj sum9ioned them intQ the pre- 
sence of the ladies Cecily ar^d Julia, to 
receive the reward of their valour. Lady 
. Julii^ presented a vaUiaUe enamelled ring 
j$i6t with pjjbies. ,^ W^ter^ aii4 Cecily did 

Ittp fiai)[>e % P^ Lacy. , .; , 
_: uWhejij thje eeremony was. concluded, 
J)€| Ij^y.>CQiiJ4icP9trforl)e^ f?'^^^^? P 
tb? side pr JuUoi^ ^d w;hi$pe]:ing that 

the 
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ihe priise, iihough graeefulty iMStwtred, 
loit sbAI its'Valne fe Ms eyes, ^l^'tiet be^ 
iiig ^esentfeA by her; '*• infteeU,* 'saM 
lie, '"'it became rather ti inertifieatioh 
thin a triutttjth, its you Qbose' to a^eM 
sir Walter Gn "^hota io 'hdiMvf -yottr 
Icindtiess!" 

Julia sc&t6efy 'bbti^leS him ^by 4e>- 
marking that the com^iment'Odifld li^t 
"be St) prop^ly paia by'a'sfetta,'«ttd ^ 
tiidt reasbn 'Waiter tvas 'naturtUy liie 
obje6t df 'her eare. 

'"llie "pHzes tor the justs ite^t^stttoeefl- 
'*?a, aiiid 'here the triumph wis 'lalliWs 
•e#n ; Ibr tee iLacy, •WhoSe'tttisAe' *tdod 
first in the list, re6dived "a s(^(M't4d|ly 
'^da^^with 'eia^^s >frdtti' tbetbibids 
"iif ^tffia'bei«ay,'H^hb»'presefltea%,5 sij- 
Ihg^'^fie'this, 'as yt/uf^hate dMie this 

^y» 




OWEN aM) tJfe %bl!^¥i^bET. ^1 

your b£fd!bge 'bb V^^^ 'wi^ litttn^ 

'tte ^^t "^a^ss^a 'her 1Wtt&, ^fl 
swoteHliat'all'tier<C^iSHfes*^biflti'be'cdiii- 
^Imds 'tb^lfo. What «drtt^«AitMl ^ytffl 
more to 'enitme 'his pI^Mife V^ ^We 
perceiving Glilbert '^dif^t^r'fee'atecl i^t'ftte 
Teet dft^y, Wa thAif^ ^9 iffotn 

'or oRstrels. 

T)e iM^Vilsct -advaWd^, »^a"Gecfly 
li^s^nt^a hiih 'a%t)feib=*«^E«i^, telliWg 
^im •s1ie'*aatrt6t<ff^pl^l6ttr, 'thbtjgh 
Yh'yn^^tiedfy"omr'%teay,"iffltfdi6'g •to 
Tis W<*t6^c(v^t'h6r%txitti§f.- 

^any'miiifeW^fe atlHiitin6^'% 'tic 
•^, '&ii 'iirii?^"B^l!o#^ ;* aha, iriettn. 
•ciilsiS^ii, 'fee a^M&s Wpdtf|«t'f6W«%ra"& 

who. 
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who^ in the fury of contest or warmth 
of temper^ which could not always be 
repressed, had transgressed the laws of 
knighthood; these were awarded to the 
ladies, who had always power to miti- 
gate or suspend their punishment; and 
in this instance, as in most others^ the 
gentler sex leaned to mercy^ 

This was the last- ceremony that con- 
duded the gallant entertainments of 
Owen Castle ; and after a night's repose, 
the guests prepared for departure. Sad 
was the ceremony. of parting : how many 
captive youths were slaves to love ! how 
many maidens blushed and mourned 
their loss ! — ^And how did JEUen feej ? — 
a sleepless night had been her weary 
doom, and not a thqught that crossed 
her soul breathed comfort. Julia, too, 
sunk in spirits : the prospect before her 

of 



I 
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of SO soon losiDg the oompaiijF. of J)e 
Lacj, and most probaUy for ever» chedk- 
*ed her vivacity; and Cecily, ever iar^n- 
quiU ever kind, in vain endeavoured to 
. excite her usual gaiety. 

In crossing the corridor together^ they 
■entered Mrs. Letsom's apartment, who 
W3S first lady-in-waitk)g to the baroness. 
She was surroumled with .her guests^ 
and receiving their last farewell witl^ ^l 
the IxNTOwed graces of iier. mistress. 
Julia was amused widi the soene^ anipl 
observed how naturally domestics imi- 
tate their superiors, and how obviously 
Mrs. I^etsGin in her department became 
a personage of importance^ and the ge- 
nend magnet of attraction. Cecily re« 
marked that human nature was ever}'- 
where the same^-4h#t the peasant and 
the peer were alike suso^ptible of ambi- 

yoL. I. E tion 
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^feu ^tA pnd& ; the ^flndple was thte 
MMtie» however the object might differ ; 
"** imd ^pet'haps, my dear Julia,** she add- 
^^ **'3rouor I may ere long beoome ob- 
jects of the same reitiark.*V 
. So6n was Cecily's oliservation verified, 
^for on "quitting the apartment they mc^t 
the <xnintess of Bichmond, for whom 
S^filia, in cdmmoh with all the world, en- 
-tiMaini^ ^the moiit unbounded respect; 
tiiM; Mspeet she manifested 1>y a pro* 
(fiHind bbeiMnce 4n this her morning ^^b^ 
-Itftetimi, When she overheard a ponver- 
ftfCidn fW>m the waifing-wonvdfi at the 
Akmt <if ^t*e Miss Herberts' 4toilet-roohi. 
" W^h"" said Sidney Jones, " if I 
•Wbs ft «Al lady, I wouM ^not hend my 
-kitees so low to ^iy Christian dame itt 
^he land, ^ykkg her leal majesty, and 
-to fte 'pojp^s h%fa9!ess.'* 

^l^oor 
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^ Poor thing !" said her companion-— 
^' it*8 a sign her father's come down in 
the world, seeing his daughter crouches 
BO low to one who was once her equaL** 

Here the .couversation was interrupt- 
ed« and Julia hastened to repeat it to 
;Cedl)r« tat the mvte time .praif^M^gilAie 
jttstoess.of b^ oUenmtMP. 



£8 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 



<»»»»#^#>»»4 



He Montfort, whose spirits were much 
broken, and health had been long decay- 
ing, and whose strength had ill brooked 
his late fatigues, was the first to take 
leave of the baron ; and followed by his 
daughter Ellen, and their small number 
of domestics and attendants, they jour- 
neyed homewards. 

Ellen, wholly occupied with the re- 
membrance of the last night's rencoun- 
ter, and shocked at the danger she had 
run, had carefully avoided the presence 
of Walter, and she left the castle with- 
out one parting word. This was the 

^ first 
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first oonoealment she had ever had from 
Julia ; but this was a subject which toa 
nearly interested them both to be com- 
municated by Ellen. 

As they approached their own do- 
mains, De Montfort's spirits sunk with- 
in him ; he had not yet learned to out- 
live the pride of fortune, and he sighed 
whilst he gazed upon the ruined turrets 
of hL& dwelling, and still more when he 
remembered the grief that lay buried 
under its: ruins. It was in the eastern 
tower his only son, the little Edwin, 
wasHBstaUished, together with his at* 
tesidants, oh that awful day when, re- 
turning from the beaten army of his so- 
vereign Richard, he found this depart- 
meht of his castle,: containing its pre- 
cious deposit, involved in flames. He 
guly ansLvedin time^to {prevent the cala^ 
• i E S mity 
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mity firom spreading, and in this act of 
humimity he was warmly assisted by hu. 
fee, the baron> of Owen^ without whose* 
powerful co-operation the work of plun- 
der and of desolation could not have 
been made to cease. 

When the tumult had subsided, strict 
search was made for the child, in whk& 
the baron again assisted; but he was mr 
where to be found: his chief. attaidnti 
had perished in his defen(»-*4he tew: 
trho remained had seen Inm last in tkctv 
eare; but his remains were not to be dis« 
tinguished from the confiised mass of 
smoking rufais, half-bumt boneiB^ mui 
scattered skuBs, which lay in diraadfal 
I«ofttMOA around. 

From that day to the present, De 
Montfort's &lkn forttmes bad firrer en« 
abled him to repdr hig ruiaedibitiesiy 

and 
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a^d its. appearance formed a, striking, 
cmtrast to the splendid perfection of 
the castle he had just quitted. Upon, 
past miseries his mind was brooding^ 
whilst his fair companions were suffi- 
qiently occupied with disappointments, 
present and to come. Julia looked for- 
ward ta her marriage with Walter as to 
a di^eodful certainty, from which there 
wi|8 no eKsape ; £^n c(»itemplated tha^ 
fl^e event, alas ! as hopeless to herself, 
but as replete with, every rapture £biv 

tune poujicii: be^w. This moumfijil sir 
1^10^ was at length interrupted, by De^ 
Moatfott, who endeavou]^: to roiisfr 
himself from his dejection by dain^^ngj^ 
Julia's attention — a daim which was ne* 
ver mad0 in vain^ finr die was his oi^ly 
con^fort. Her mother died in giving 
birtb. tQ th^ treasure ; she felt the vfUr, 

£ 4 portance 
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portane^ of her charge, the necessity inf 
which her father stood for consolation, 
and she determined that no troubles of 
her own should ever be added to his ac- 
cumulated griefs ; more especially, whilst 
she beheld his fading form sinking gra- 
dually the victim of sorrow and misfor- 
tune, and a prey to a disorder which 
threatened early dissolution, she reserved 

not to leave him to the care of strangers^ 

A" 
dr of even her faithful Ellen, whom, next 

to hertelf^was'his^ greatest favourite; it 
was alsa a plea to postpone^ her maiv 
riage, wWeh was to^ baVe taken place 
when she attained the age of eighteen, 
ta^ 'Which she ^now only wanted a few 
months. ••' • - 

^To those >who^ are bitten with that 
daiodern niaiiia 'misnamed ** patriotism,'* 
-i-^whd1ove to Confound the just with the 
'>'i.t :.4H5 f unjust. 
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unjust, and to involve the evil with th^ 
good iii one general mass of ruin and 
eonuption—who, ^deavouring to cor- 
jrect one abuse/ create a thousand — ^who, 
not content with the real evils whicli 
oppress mankind, seek to raise imagin- 
ary ones— ^ho delight to condemn the 
present times, and boast of ancient days; 
let anch mistajken zealots contemplate 
Aisr iigured man, and in his picture read 
.tiite &te of. thousands ;:)et th^mt mark 
the ' laMd-^he . ruined d wdHiiigs-^deso- 
lated famUies mourning their murdered 
kindred*«-the vindictive spirit of th^t 
power which Qould destroy its foes, but 
never curbed licentiousness— the tyran- 
ny of the great, the sulyection of thp 
poor, and call not this a land of liberty ! 
Let them trace the scene onwards, and, 
pause where they may, they will never 
• i\ ■ . E S find 
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find the peace of present times; evte 
the glcMy of Elizabeth was tamidied hy 
arbitrary measures and supreme prero 
gative ; the cruelties of Mary — ^the ocm- 
tentions of the Stuarts, tlieir extor* 
tions, robbing the people under the spe^ 
dous name of gifts — the l»gotry and 
harshness of the commonwealth, were 
bitter evils under which thf nation 
writhed and groaned, tUl ddif?eied by 
that glorious Revdiution wbidi placed 
the crown upon the head of William, 
and healed the miseries of the land— 
which gave us a constitution the admi- 
ration of all nations and the comfort of 
our own, and which atiU aabtiita in 
increasing perfection and glory. 



I CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Wh^n th^ great gates had ck>sed upo«) 
the la^t group of visitprs who ^uitt^ 
th? 8pfen4id fei^tiviti€« of Cpti^ Qw§^ 
the femlly-p^rty ass^mU^ U» libf paf^f, 
to enjoy the refredjiog copjnf ^ <rf t^ 
air, «id to taU^ over th@ Ya^e^, pl^siiupeg 
they had. enjoy^ 

The baron gave his arm to tli^ bAronr 
ess: fcNT it wa$ his custoirJiy i^hen np 
other guest depia^d^ his sA,^^tv>x\, an4 
no project crossed his nufid or tl}warte4 
his yiews^ to end^fivour to atone ^ h|$ 
lady, hy present kindness and attention, 

• ■ ^ ■ 

fpr past neglect On the pri^s^t of^ 

£ 6 sion 
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sion he was in high good-huraour: he 
had been courted and caressed by all his 
noble guests ; he had received most flat- 
tering proofs of royal Teg^d and grati- 
tude; for Henry the Seventh was of 
sordid habits — ^he heaped together the 
rkd^es of eoiifiscat^ lands and fcn*feited 
|)reperty, and was only lavish c{ kind 
words and unmeaning promises towards 
his friends — ^tfaat was the coin in 'which 
he repaid their faithful services.^ But 
hii6 character was yet scarcely establish* 
edy and lord Owen's ambition had takeii 
wing, and wias flying amongst royal pri- 
viiegi^, and soaring on the topmost pin-^ 
hdele of preeminence and grandeur. He 
could ilbt forbear communicating this 
delightful reverie to his wife— 4he proud 
liopes'he fwmed for Cecily, the addi- 
tional &inily honours he anticipated for 

his 
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his son, the magnificence he foresaw for 
Catherine in the superannuated atten- 
tions of the rich widower, the ^rl ' de 
Blois — all were discussed ; and » whilst 
we leave the baroness gently endea votih- 
ing to weaken this sudden and danger- 
ons fit of pridcy in which she but feebly 
micceededj^we will join the youthM trio^ 
who follbwed their steps^ and who were 
also busied in present hopes and views, 
but were arrangibg them more to their 
own taste, and with more regard to the 
Was of their own Affections, unmindful 
of atnbiti<his views or pretensions, 

** Have a care, my good brother," said 
Geeily, " of that courteous and valorous 
knight, the lord de Lacy : he made a 
warm endeavour to win your prize.** 

** And let him win her," replied Wal- 
• " ter; 



/ 
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ter ; ** I care not who wina her love-.^! 
ask it not" 

*^ If this be jealousy ^" said the lady 
Catherine^ ** it argues well ; but if ior 
difference cause you to speak thus^ I 
both pity and condemn your conduct; 
ibr» whilst Julia's heart was free> th# 
conquest might have been yours, and 
your happiness secured ; now I trembl^ 
for its safety." 

•* Happiness and I," said Wal(ie«^ 
" have for ever parted — I have QphjC^; 
nor can your pity or consolation sQpth 
me ; therefore urge not my confidence."- 

The two sisters were silent — sprww 
and amazement filled them whilst thiej 
beheld the deject^ Ipokf ivhif h bijt too 
forcibly confirmed these ^entiueptSi^-rr 
They pressed the sul^t i}o f|irtiber, but 

Cecily 
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Cedly had still her hopes that his sotw 
TOW arose from Julia's too visible prefer^ 
enoe of his rival : she knew his irritable 
temper, his ungovernable feelings, sel- 
dom subject to jmident control; she 
thought, it possible that jealousy might 
have excited this strong feeling, whieb^ 
Uke a sudden thunder-cloud, would be 
violent as thuisient, and casting a tem- 
porary gloom upon his spirits, she hoped 
niight be soon succeeded with unruffled 
calm and sunshine. 

Hie two sisters amused themselves 
widi recounting the various adventures 
<df the week ; but nothing could arouse 
their brotheiw-he walked between them 
as one who heeded not their words-r^is 
mind was bent on Ellen. Cecily con- 
gratulated Catterine upon her evident 
•conquest of the gallant old &a\f whose 

assiduities 



^ 
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assiduities had frequently interrupted 
more interesting discoutse, and banished 
the more timid advance]^ of the youthfUI 
throng. She confessed this had been , n 
sensible mortification in the presence of 
Grebrge Herbert, from whose ratioiUEd 
cca;iversati6n and .well-cultivated ^ mind 
and manners she . neaped considerably 
pleasure ; but when the old earl's attelv 
tions grew really troublesome, shetdU 
ways took refuge in the company of th^ 
family confessor, who was ever, «md mo^ 
deservedly, an esteemed friend and fa- 
vourite of the lady Catherine. Nottntig 
seemed farther from the minds of 'both 
sisters than their father^s prG^cted xnim- 
riage with this rich old 'pkce of galla&i- 
try and lore. • : ' ... f n . 

Walter, at length disetigageid from bier 
sisters, steuck into ia ^litiiiy pa&, i pirei^- 

hung 
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hung with thick and impenetrable fo- 
liage, whose gloomy shades and solemn 
stilness invited him to meditation: he 
ftdlowed , its windings, till it led him to 
the foot of those rocks which imbedded 
the little stream, and no longer hearing 
th^ tread of human step or the sound of 
human voice, he yielded to the warm, 
impetuosity of his feehngs, and bursting 
into a flood of passionate tears, he flung 
himself upon the rock which overhung 
the stream.-*-" Why was I created to- 
be made the slave of pride, the playw 
thing of a tyrant ?" said he ; " for is he 
not a tyrant who chains my best affec* 
tions? who would rule my h^art, en-» 
slave my freedom, and give that inta 
^ another's power over which I have not 
free control ? — Love will brook no guide:; 
is not Julia'^ ferm and feature fair as 

Ellen's? 
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Ellen's ? and yet I contemn the one atidi 
dote upon the other— dote on her to 
distraction ; and I here resolve never tp; 
cease from her pursuit until I gain h^r 
loved possession. And wMt i$ wealtitii 
but misery ? — to deprive me of all thajt 
^arth holds dear, to cheat miP ^ith th^ 
gaudjry trappings of splendour? — it ist 
but gilding the chains witb whid^ 1^ 
am bound. And yet the word is UTQVpp 
eably gone forth which binds my &te to; 
Ji^lia's; 'tis madness to dispute it — %& 

Ittadness to aim at flight ; never would! 
Ellen's love so far outrun her duty a^ 
to consent to follow me in such a coanse^ 
and did her heart dare to take the despe? 
rate step, we must ultimately be over* 
taken, and for ev^* torn asunder and 
disgraced." 
This was the crisis of Walter's fate; 

his 



^ 
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his. piwciples were al)oi;t to be corrupt- 
ed; his honour polluted, for he had 
yie^ed- himself the willing victim of 
passion md tuqiuj[tupu& feeling— virtue 
had hew forced^ tOt yield her station ki. 
his soul, and our subtle enemy, who al- 
ways watches for such a moment and 
tiims it to his purpose, now insinuated 
his i^edous guile, and too easily per- 
suaded his willing mind that love and 
duty were compatible. Fallacious argu- 
ments presented themselves^ which he 

determined upon the first occasion to 
press on Ellen^s mind ; and he flattered 
himself that his eloquence and his love 
would convince her of their policy, if 
not of their purity. 
^ He arose from his flinty couch more 
composed, though not happy; for no 
one ever yet felt happy while premedi- 

tately 



/ 
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tately rejecting virtue and stiffling her 
purest dictates. We must leave him till 
he resumes his project, and till, in pre- 
sence of her he loves, he reveals the 
base, the insidious purpose of his^ souL 



> f 
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CHAPTEU VIII. 



Upon Walter's return to the castle, he 
i¥as surprised to find it again occupied 
by the old earl de Blois, who had indeed 
taken his departure with die rest of the 
gueste, after casting many an amorous 
•glance at the lady Catherme, which he 
intended should be strongly indicative 
of his ardent flame: but it burnt too 
fiercely to be ccmtroUed. He had long 
meditated a second marriage; for he 
had some time become a widower, and 
ever since his residence in the neigh- 
bourhood, he had contemplated with 
pride an alliance with the Owen family. 

To 
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'fo captivate Cecfly, the far-famed toast 
of Wales, his good sense taught him 
was a vain attempt; but he flattered 
himself the lady Catherine would not 
reject his title tovd pretensions^ and, 8e« 
cure of her father's concuirence, and 
Hsanguine of her acquiescence^ he llionght 
^he present moment the most M&t«ur- 
able; and loitering till be Jhoug^t the 
fCOmpany were dl d^arted, he tuned 
'ba^ky accomp£uiied only Jby his tnan; 
leaving his cavalcade of nunteWHW at- 
tendants to parme their homewaid way, 
lie, ip the Xrjie spirit of ^^ivditouS' love, 
again sought the * presence of im dis- 
tress. Great was fhe astonishment md 
vexation of the two sisters v^hen they 
beheld his person as he rode alon^ ^e 
battlements, for too well did they guess 
the purport of Jiis^ visit ; and though it 



I k. 
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ttnghth&ve caused tbe lady Catherine 
nb personal cha^rah, she too well knew 
Iter father i>>c to fear he wbuld pleail 
•f he etfiis;^ of her gdlant swain. 

Tt><6y were spieedUy sought hy the 
I^^Juwi, and sanunoned to his presence. 
'The old earl, no way intimidated or 
>ra}biurrassed» gravely went through the 
'whole circle of chlvalrcius adonlti^ns 
and profound respect; in like tntoher 
'had he wooed his former wife some fifty 
^yeairs past — a foil century was he be- 
hind the manners of the age, which bad 
^Ibng laid asi4e the obsequious adoration 
and bombastic phraseology which now 
•flowed firom his lips as he lay prostrate 
ajt the feet erf Catherine. 

The scene was sufficiently ridiculous 

^to Have provoked a sikiile, had not she 

BBservi^ the cfeifous ^sountenaiitee of her 

father; 
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father ; and as soon as she could disen* 
gage herself from his hold (for he had 
j>re&eed his long harangue by taking 
entire possession of one Jiand), she arose, 
and assuming all her dignity for the im- 
posing occasion, she gratefully aduicnr- 
Jedged her obligations for the honour 
liis preference had ^excited, but gently 
j*equested leave to withdraw : . Cecily 
arose to follow her; but their fether^s 
.voice bidding them stay, arrested their 
progress. — ** Catherine" said he, " jare 
you actuated by maiden diffidence or 
;wotnanish folly, when ypu reject so 
noble, a suitor ? I had thought you tOo 
old :for the x)ne, and too wise tor the 
other. Can you see the earJ of Blois at 
your feet, and not acknowledge the ho- 
Hour he does yoursejlf and &aiily by his 
.(disinterested precessions? and not en- 

courage 
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courage his gracious suit in a moi^ cour- 
teous straiH?" 

I / ■ _ 

** My lord, indeed,'* said Catherine, 
^ I Ml of an age sufficient to compre« 
bend the wishes of my heart, which 
breathes the most pipfound respect and 
gratitude for his lordship, hut for hisxx 
it can never feel esteem or love.'* 
. This, though spoken with extreme 
diffidence, and the latter part so low as 
to he scarcely jaudible, drew down her 
father's fierce displeasure, which spoke 
in the glance of his eye and the deep 
frown which darkened his whole coim- 
tenance. He was preparing neyerthe- 
less to smooth bis brow and soften the 
harshness of his daughter's insinuation^ 
when, observing the unchangeable sere- 
nity of the earl's countenance, he found 
that age had. begun to rob him of his 

VOL. I. F faculties ; 
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faculties; that his hearing was doubt* 
less impaired, which had prevented his 
eatehlng the unwefeome conclusion of 
Catherine's answer. Overlooking, there- 
fore, entirely her last words, he told her 
that what she had expressed of respect 
and gratitude were exactly what a wo^ 
man ought to ftel towards her husband, 
more especially a woman who had the 
good fortune to attract a nobleman of 
such high quality ; that love and its va* 
garies was all romance; that he warmly 
^ptroved titie earPs addresses, ^uid con* 
gratulated her upon her brilliant pro^ 
spects : he finaSy seized the arm of C^ 
cily, and forcibly withdrawing her vnih 
himself, smiled as he shut the door and 
left them together. 

Catherine's heart sunk within her as 
the door closed; she arose and soughjb 

the 
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tbe wiodow, -which, as it kmnusdiarlely 
looked out u|K)n liie most opetk and fre- 
qiien&ed nde of the pari^ i^ fancied 
woidd bo some sfigfat protectioft ffoat 
ills aident addresses; bnt liMlnng eoiild 
restrain his amorous adoration : be felt 
liiiaseif akme t?ifii the ob^t ^^hom be 
^tsiredy and whooi he had watehed and 
admirtd imwmnghf during the bte fes- 
tal;, he felt 1^ aidour ef youth rc^' 
tmrning;^ wiAont iti^ tkmdity or ddi- 
eaey, but he uileiided that his gatkittr/ 
idiDuM be at once respootfid wad £iager. ^ 
Wh^st we leave poor Catheidue to 
f«pfil his^ attentiona as well as sbe was 
Mb, aad ibo dttchbe his love widi ebol 
&vUilbyy yn must indulge our veafas 
with a sktttob of fais^^ history^ which will 
sfa^w them that Catherine had move than 
one reason fi>r declining hk» allianae. 

F 9 William 
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William earl de Blois was blessed with 
a son and two daughters, with immense 
possessions to bestow upon them : his son 
was promising, his daughters beautiful 
—who would not have thought him a 
happy father ? 

As Matilda/ the eldest, grew up, she 
discovered a serious and a pensive turn, 
and often, whilst her younger sister Was 
enjoying the festivities of her fathers 
hall, she was secluded in the neighbour- 
ing monastery, and seeking the ghostly 
consolation of its pious inmates. It was 
here her &te to meet a novice of the 
order, young in years but old in hypo- 
crisy and guilt. This insidious youth, 
with every advantage of person and ta- 
lent, . insinuated himself in her favour 
by the holy pretext of piety ; and hav- 
ing, in course of time^ subdued her affeo- 

tionsi 
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tions, he too fatally in the end subverted 
her principles. 

The unhappy fathefr and all the family 
remained for some time in total igno- 
rance of this guilty antrigue, which, to 
prevent detection, was carried on at a 
neighbouring house, in every way un- 
worthy 'such a visitor as the lady Matil- 
da. The mistress was a gay and wan- 
ton widow, who had allured the compa- 
nion oT this reprobate ecclesiastic, and 
where they too held their meetings: 
sttch was the society into which guilt 
had drawn the frail but inexperienced 
girlr— scarce sixteen summer suns had 
shone u^oii her form, which was fair as 
the blooming Hebe; and her seducer 
Iiad the art to convince her that an ab- 
solution, which he had the influence to 
procure^ should prove the seal of her 

F 3 pardon, 
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pardon, and the restoradbcm of her peacGf 
ofmind and happiness. . 

Astonishment seized the family "vdien 
they heard of Matilda's visits to widow 
Herring ; and when her father wsA ae- 
quainted with her intimacy, though he 
knew not the cause of their friendships 
he threatened his daughter with deaths 
if ever i^ie repeated ih/^ 4^e&ce, Horn 
little did he think he was doomed to 
execute that threat!-— She promised to 
observe her fktiierls oommatid^ hut coidd 
not surrender the fiitsd efichaatmeni ; 
that very evening sh« stole <Rit^ as she 
thought imobserved, to ccmsult with 
her lover 6n the diuigers whieli threat* 
ened their intercourse^ when she was 
speedily missed^ and purmied* The eari 
surrounded the house with his domes- 
tics^ and recdving no finswer to his calls 

from 
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fitrni within, notwithstanding^ hi^entrea* 
ties and threats, in a fat^ moment of 
fury lie sei2;ed a torch which one of the 
servants carried, and fired the thatched 
roof of the cottage. The wind was high, 
and soon involved the house in flames ; 
and as it was carefully barred and bolted 
to secure the inmates from the earl, every 
soul perished within, inchiding the love- 
ly Matilds^ the widow, the. /two gallaqtSi 

The unhappy &ther long and bitterly 
regretted the dreadful effectfs of his fu* 
nous and ungovenid>Ie temp^; he re* 
tired abroad for some tim0, where he 
liad the misfortune to lose his only son ; 
and upon his return changed bis resi. 
dence^ and came into the neighbourhood 
of Castle Owen, where he had another 
mansion fitted up for hia family; and 

F 4 himself. 
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himself. He had been likewise obliged 
to pay a large fine to the church, by 
w&y of expiation. But this sad lesson 
had not taught him self-control : he was 
still violent and vindictive to his infe- 
riors, 6ruel to his enemies, and imperi- 
ous in his family; and this was the'man 
who now assiiihed love's softest tone, 
and smoothed his wrinkled brow, as he 
siglied and wooed, and sighed again. 

this sickening interview, and finding 
that gentle refusal- and mild repulse was 
«iiheed6di:^'leng*h* took coumge, and 
addressiiYg hitti in a tone of firm resolu- 
tion, she told him, that nothing short of 
a fathei^'s positive command would ever 
fiwrce her to become his wife ; and she 
urged him 'with mild entreaty, not to 
pursue his love to that dreadful altema- 
; tive. 
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tive, nor to force ber into his arms tQ 
avoid a father's curse. 

Her arguments were ui^ed with so 
much delicacy and sweetness, that his 
irritable temper for once lay dormant; 
and to Catherine's joyful surprise he 
promised to forbear any appeal to her 
father, but to trust to his own merits 
alone for success; and perhaps his va- 
nity might whisper they would not fail 
to win her love at last. For this gra- 
cious acquiescence he thought himself 
entitled to a reward : he eagerly seized 
her hand, but she, dreading his near ap- 
proach, put that hand within his arm, 
and proposed to rejoin the party. He 
could not refuse her request, and as the 
baron beheld them approaching on such 
evident good terms of sociability, their 
countenances equally smiling and con- 

7 5 tented. 
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tented, lie imagined eveiy objection wiui 
overcome, and he alioady fknded he sow 
in Catherine the wife a( the noble earl 
de BUhs. 



1. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



As the bwQii imagined fA was now set^ 
fled between the pwrtiea^ he iH> longer 
urged the ^eeemty of leavk^ th€»i to* 
Ipethw; eoMeqvently Othoine^ always 
distantly po^e t^ the eael^ carefully 
avoided Im proffeiied eivSllues^; and her 
mother; eter fdlve to^ the wishes of her 
ehHdcm^ and le^Ming lady Catherine's 
total disi^pvobatioli c£ hev lover, used 
aU the ittfltt€»ee hei boitecl authority 
twSA bestow to seeond faar wishes; she 
aetdom left her^ end thus eMbled hep to 
airdd many an IdcaoBDO i^^^^^^i, and 
to ettape i^ty £reo from, hki {j^^omet 

W 6 attentions 
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attentions during the remainder of his. 
visit. 

Early in life lady Catherine's views 
had all been favourable to matrimony ; 
there was a time when she had antici- 
pated with young Percy every delight 
in domestic union, and when that tie 
was broken, thoi^ untasted joys of which 
tshe was deprived of course still rose in 
value — ^the more entirely they were losti 
the more bitterly were they regretted. 

it was at this period of grief and d^ 
spondence that she first attached herself 
to father Anselm : he was always the 
iHend of ihi wretched, the soother of 
grief, for he had the power as well as 
inclination to be useful. He weened 
her mind by gentle degrees from the 
bitter contemplation of its own disap^ 
fiointments— ^he pointed to. a highef 

sphere. 
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sphere, and bade her strive far its glories ; 
he taught her to rgoiee in the happiness 
of others— to mterest heivelf in their en- 
joyment and success ; he persuaded her 
to accompany him to the abode of mi- 
sery and of guilt, where she learnt to 
assuage the one and to pity and avoid 
the other — ^to learn the value of tliose 
blessings she enjoyed, and to be thank- 
ful for that education and those good 
principles which, inculcated early in life, 
had {deserved her soul from corruption. 
In their hours of study he carefully 
pointed to her view those errors which 
had crept into the church: the eyes 
of men had long been opening to the 
abuses of the papal power. Father An- 
selm had made the Scriptures the study 
,of his life, and the light of divine truth 
dione l)right upon his labours : he com- 
municated 
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mitmeat^ tbe seault of lus researclies 
to hh fiivourit^ pupil, and they both kh 
mented the Ui»d subjection which stiU 
hM the minds of the pec^le in sad aub^ 
sarvimoe to doctrines so eorrupty imd 
whicK in spite of the brightness whk^i^ 
bad arisen, still eovered the land with 
darkness. 

Cecily was c^len the compamoi^ of 
their conversations, and her mhidi, too^ 
was elevated by listening to the exaltiB^. 
atrain of piety that flowed ffom hia %6w 
and in contemplatiDg the active vivtucs 
the meekness and self-forbearaace^of felm 
excell^dt n]Afih*^gentle^ and patiimt isi 
hearing hia own afi^tioias and ia^urie^ 
biit animated, e^csr and firm in «itii« 
ettiog others from trouble^ ^ in> aron^^ 
jug tbei^ to a wuse <tf their j»i<|iitty.> 
Theie was m^ w indiiidual in Caade 

Owen 
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Oimn Gc its neigbboiirfaood that was not 
the ol^^ of bis oare; but as bii seat 
W98 tempered vnih diseretion^ which 
know best how to px)mote the grcaf 
md in viewt he nevet ofl^nded the li» 
fao^tilie, or led the sinner to deapah".***^ 
We shiU find him frequently by his ku 
fluenee restndning the powerful aim of 
guilty and vindicating the ii\|iired righta 
of innoeenoe : with such a work in riew^ 
no senae of danger could restr^ his ao^ 
tiidty. 

It is no wonder, with &ther Anselm 
&r het gnide, that Catbetuie's mind was 
pare; and erery feding virtttotis.: she 
hud kmg ceased to think^happineas waa 
oeofined to any pecuHar situation in lift^ 
•v^e fonnd it was seated in the mind^ 
and spmngfiromeoBtfintnmt, wi, as she 

thought, 
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thought, was pretty fairly distributed be* 
tween the married and the angle. 

At this juncture she sought her reve- 
rend friend, to talk of Walter and to 
regret the visible despondence whidi 
hung like a cloud over his prospects* 
Father Anselm was vexed at Catherine's 
communication respecting Walter'^ vioi 
lent burst of grief in the mornings and 
his subsequent depression ; and it wa^ a 
convincing proof of the caution with 
which Walter had acted in regard -to 
Ellen, that his conduct had entirely 
escaped the penetrating observatioh of 
his confessor; for the hearts of others 
were easily readtby Anselm, and tbougfa- 
hi^was perfectly aware' of Walter^s in- 
difierenee for Julia, he did not suspect ^ 
him of any attachment for anqther. On 

his 
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Ins part, Walter studiously avoided the 
presence of Anselm — he shrunk from 
his p(HTietration, well knowing that he 
wais about to renounce those honourable 
feefings which his confessor had earnest- 
ly taught him to cherish : his only ob- 
ject how was to set out for lord de 
Montfort's, with the eager hope of ob«- 
taimng an inteiview with Ellen. Hi* 
sisters rejoiced upon hearing bkn an- 
nounce his intention, and delighted to 
find him, as they thought, so anxiously 
seeking Julia's presence. 

The next morning he mounted his 
horse and arrived to dinner, where he 
found the party assembled together, the 
two ladies ministering to the wants of 
lord de.Montfort, who was sick and Ian- 
guid. 

Julia seemed pleased at this unlooked- 
for 
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for attention in her lover, but, with dll 
the giddiness and animation <^ her cba* 
iracter^ she offended Walter by aH early 
inquiry after sir Herbert de Lacy.«-^ 
'^ My father thought we should Imve 
seen him here ere now," said Julia j ** and 
I think the true courtesy of gallant 
breeding might have borne him to lui 
fce&>re his departure from the country/ 
'^ The commands c^ his majesty w&e 
urgenv Mpiied Waiter, ^ and could pot 

brook delay, whilst ladies' tears w^re 
dried, and ladies' sorrows soothed with 
fulsome fawning flattery."- 

The tone which accompanied these 
words was more galling than their mean- 
ing, which JuBa plainly saw was direct- 
ed to herself: she felt she had deserved 
the reproach, and the tear which stood 
in her eye bespoke her grief and obtain- 
ed 
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fd h^ forgiveness ; £»* Wsiter, aware 
bow little right he bad to eomplain of a 
Wfong he was even now committing 
Igauipt Julia, kindly took her hand and 
yfiB^ctiotiately kiased it 
. Tb^ evening passed on, and as the 
hd^rn would not quit tiie invalid, it was 
In vain Walter sought an opportunity 
IcHf o^iversing with Ellen apart : he wsi 
pensive and sad* Julia construed his 
sOehce into chagrin and anger respect, 
log the greai^plumed knight^ and her 
guildess heart condemned her fot that 
thoaghtlesa levity which had occasioned 
|t; atid she now endeavoured, by win* 
Hing attentions, to atone for its unwar* 
rantable preference of De Lacy. But 
ISUen ccmstrued his feelings more cor^ 
fecUy : she caugh^ many a glance which 
convinced her that she occupied bis 

thoughts 
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thoughts most tenderly, and the idea 
filled her with dread and delight. 

The next morning was more Jpropi- 
tious to their love: De Montfort had 
passed a restless and uneasy nighty and 
Julia insisted upon watching by his side. 
She summoned Ellen to fulfil the lio^ 
nours which hospitality demanded in 
her stead ; Ellen feebly requested to re- 
main above, but as she made the request^ 
her heart whispered how much she wish- 
ed it refused, and at the same time it 
told her how guilty was that wish; it 
was however gratifie^d, for Julia persist^ 
ed in the determination of remaining 
with her father, but sent a promise to 
Walter to join them, if he fell asleep. 

Ellen blushed as she descended to 
communicate this intelligence ; she ob- 
served Walter's eyes glisten with rap- 
ture. 
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tare, and his whole countenance radiant 
with animation when she entered alone; 
and still more when she delivered Julia's 
message. 

*^ "** The fetes are at length propitious,** 
said he^ '' and have indulged me with 
the opportuniiy I have so long sought 
in vain. Promise me, my dearest EUeh, 
Jto cherish these precious moments, and 
to aooompany me after breakfest in the 
park ; for I have much to say, and the 
fineness of the morning is a sufficient 
plea for our ramble till Julia quits her 
fether^s apartment, by which time we 
diall certainly be returned to meet her.* 
Whilst Ellen hesitated he approached, 
and clasping her in his arms, swore that 
he would detain his precious captive till 
-she granted Ms simple boon. She saw 

the 
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the necessity of eomjAymgp and W« in- 
utantly released. 

Walter's breakfast waa soan eompletei 
— ^Ellen's heart was too full to ettfc TTbe 
equipage being removed, he reminded 
her of her promise^ and daxmed its- fisl- 
Mmeat. Ellen obeyed hiar injunetion, 
though sheiftrefmbled to liat^n to Ym 
loye ; fin* she felt she had no-chdm tipoti 
iis legitimate jrffectitms— they were- aH 
sequestered, and in her most sanguine 
moments she dared not fbnn aliopetfaat 
the views of ambition and vOf pride coiM 
be yiddied in her fevour. 

FiHed with these hopeless siigges^oM 
she joined Walter on the lawn : he in- 
^stinctively led her intp the shadiest patl^ 
where the only witness^dftherr steps was 
the playful &wn or-shxifte goat Walter 

was 
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was silent, nor would Ellen have been 
conscious of his presence, but for the 
gende pressure of that hand whidi he 
held within his arm. They lieeded not 
-die way, until Walter stopped in a little 
natural bower which had formerly been 
cut open in the centre »of the wood, and 
which was now overgrown with ^shrubs 
and underwood : this little spot had long 
been the fitvourite itaurrt of JuMa and 
Etten^ — ^their hands had trained the wood> 
bine Aoots, had cropped the too-hixuri- 
4ant growth of the wild rose and hazel^ 
vand had taught the 'Climbing ivy to wind 
round every stem, and clothe the bow«lr 
in perpetual verdure. It was here they 
stopped, and seating Ellen on the turf, 
Walter placed himsetf at her feet, and 
in a voice of solemirity and sadness he 
^Qlxeated lier to fisteB patiently, and td 

forbe^ir 
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forbear interrupting him till be bad £- 
nisbed bis communication; audio secure 
her attention and ^prevent her escape^ be 
held both her hands in his. o 

** It remains not for me to tell jpu, 
my dearest Ellen/' said b^ ^^ of that ar- 
dour which consumes me^ of that love 
which bums for you-nevery loolc, every 
action has betrayed my emotion, and it 
jno longer brooks ccmtrol; I have in vain 
endeavoured to check its course — ^it will 
not be restrained. You have long been 
acquainted, my sweet girU with the &tal 
.engagements into which our &milie$ 
bave entered, and of which I^m doom- 
ed to become the wretched victim :. it is 
in your power, divinest of women, to 
reconcile my duty and my love-^to en- 
able me to fidfil the one and to enjoy 
the other. The gwtleness of your na* 

ture 



OWtV^AXX^ D£ MONTVORT. Ifil 

tuw wUl not spurn me from your &et 
lor a guih I cannot avoid ; and I swear 
hy Heaven, point me out a better mode 
of acting and I will embrace it, though 
it be to forswear my country. For youc 
sake; Ellen, I readily and most willing* 
ly ofiar to renounce kindred, rank, and 
ridies^ then wiU you not, for my sake, 
agree to sacrifice a mere prejudice which 
custom has rendered sacred ? a tie which 
humanity has invented for the mere pur» 
pose of convenience ? — ^Hear me without 
anger, Ellen, and let not my heart witness 
those sighs and tears which seem to re- 
proach me for my love : I will sacrifice 
niyself at the shrine of parental duty, if 
you will, in private, yield yoursdf tQ 
me. Oh, start not at this suggestion, 
Ellen i any ceremony you will onnmand 
shall Innd Our union, pure in the sight 
YOfL. I, a of 



1 



^f Heaven ; and I sweaf, by evefjr sa&^ 
hope, my Itove to you shall' be lastinglo 
my life — ^your wishes shall be my wishei^ 
your hope my hope, your enjtoym«it^nr^ 
flelight: Julia must be my lawftil wife- 
but yod my loved, my dear companion. 
V^ars may pass on, but my attachment 
shall never fail ; you shall Kve sequester- 
ed from the world; which you wifl wiHi 
ingly renounce for my sake: you must 
Kve for nie and with me.'* • 

He coiild say no more, for EHen faints 
ed in his arms : a keen sense of ^shante; 
reproach,' and bitter anguish, fillr a md- 
riient absorbed her fecultieis; biit a 'quicfc 
recollection 6f her miseries s6ou arous^ 
her ft6m her tOTpon '" * ' 

' Walter having now released h^rliahdjf 
to preserve her in his airms^ froin 'falling, 

r 

she felt hewelf at liberty^ ind arose, but 

' • '-hot 
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Act w an g e r - - H so f fo tr tras dl6n6^de[iibted 
iiir bar-eountenttice; she arose ib depart; 
Init 'he flew ta dceaj^ ifie only pEtth 
wbieh' led to iSie housed and had she 
persisted in advancing^ she wotdd hare 
been f^in his captive* He threw himr- 
se^ at her feet, iimploii^ her* ixs take 
j^on his^ -fete, which* ha J 'urgea him 
tb-'thecruer aiternative he had Ventured 
to propose, and conjured her to spe£l& 
on6 wordv and let that word oonfirni hid 
hopes: ' 

Ellen* fimfing^ her endeavours fhrs^ 
ttoatied, collected herself as well ashef 
testation irouM • penriit, and averting 
her countefnarice, wfth ^ downcast eyes 
she thiis^ addressed Kim : — '' 1 reprodch 
not you, my lord; for the indignity you 
have offered me— it is myself only I 
cotfdewm: had Eflbn V^tcy iieeh true 






y 
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to hex native sense of female dignity 
and virtue^ she bad never been insulted^ 
Your base proposal I cimi for^ve, but 
never can forget ; and may the remem* 
brance of your guilt and my humUia^^ 
tiop serve to tear you from my heart!" 

'-Oh never» never ^aU we part thus f 
said Walter—'* If I have erred^ it is you 
that have iseduced me ; if I have offends 
ed, ascribe it to the delirium of passion: 
condemn me, Ellen, of every crime, bift 
accuse me not of guilt towards you: 
INTame. any plan* and I wUl adopt it-r 
suggest any scheme, and I will attempt 
lU that will yield me possession of you, 
my life, my happiness. Can we escape 
mid fly the kingdom without detection, 
I wiU do it — all, all will I forsake &r 
yoii." 

" Would that love prosper, Walter, 

which 



wUcli was indulged at tYse expence df 
ishrtty feeling of gratitude and virtue ?'' 
mA vEUen— .** If I were to abuse the 
eoififidence of tlie only fiiends whose gei 
net^ty has fostered me from early life; 
to destroy their hopes and blast theii^ 
fiiirest presped:s» cduM^ you leispect your 

ft 

Elleii ? would not yon justly s|>um hef 
irom your- arms ?—^Nb, Heaven-' forbid)^ 
4NIF union ; tet m sttbttiit to - it» decr^^'' 
iaoA part^ for «vers I may flWgiV^ yoiij 
but I initst never leve.?^ 

The* distant sound oTtii^ bell whicfif 
Aafly €elleeted^ tfie famfly to diimo^ wm 
now heard, and' announced to^^^ie unr*^ 
happy EU^n the necessity: 6f^ r^tuinihg. 
Sihe insisted upon being release, and 
alsodiei^red the^lib^y of waft:ing alone: 
tbas last petition was refhsed; and as 
;;. . g3 Walter 



* . 1 
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Wdter insisted 4hat the sbgukuatj .iq( 
the cirpuH^tanee would exdt^ atteirtkiQ 
from thf . house;^ W^^. t^^uies^, \f»lk 
refusied taking, his anp, ^md ep&ttiiued 
ia fiilent, rpsearv^ Walter &1^ ^ually 
disposed to - &llow her ^xan^ple : )>u| 

bow diff^W0>i»^ileB??^fi^^ *rt 
dejligl)^ qa^ which £t(de over J(ier 

^Dse^, wb^n , kbe (commenced hst w^ 

w^t^ WaJit>er.! wh«i (On undefin^ble.plefri 

tliose impediments and iipjUiQOftnisiil^ 
9b»lft9lffk,<^;iijBn. hairiness wjiioh . Wal- 
t^^ p:^(^pit«|te deel^ra^pq jtmcl ^Hit %|6 

T^^^sn jt^vej; feswbed the ;p<ii1al, f^ 
Vepe ^11^. to s^wfajbe^ Wfltw^iigcs^ 

fearing 
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fsBiiiBig 9Xiy greater unptropriety , : inftde 
no rebisdMce, but leasing it from bis 
ardent potoeissio»y h»$tily withdiiew. 
- Jiilia bad not yet descended from het 
toUef^ and as tisie 9aine duty called JgUen 
away^ she ^k1 a fair (excuse j^. absence 
t&fi^theseeond bell announced the dit\« 
hen De Montfort was too much of att 
ilrvalid to join the party below, an^, 
Julia would . still have shared : his apart-, 
ihent/ had n0t EUen^ i^lth much truth 
abd raal iSlaitietBtness^ sbewA her the ap- 
{iarent select which her conduct tfould 
enrmoe towards. WalteFj as her father was 
not in a situation really to require her 
presence,^ and she (Jonjured Julia to.al- 
Ipvr hert6 ceiluantabov^^in her ste^. 
^ Jalia was oon^i^nced by Kllen's words, 
and- she gaily deseejld^ to Waltl^, de-^ 
termiiied to meet bun with kindixess^ 
^ n"-'. g4i and 
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and in his presence to endeayoxtt to fy^ 
get the transient imprcssion whiebi itt 
spite of herself) for ever reminded her of 
De Lacy, Unhappily she was ill se- 
conded by Walter ; he could not suflSU 
ciently rally his dejected spirits to be** 
come an agreeable companion: he did 
what he could— he was studiously dvil- 
and busily attentive ; but how diffeientii 
from tliose nameless attentions and win*, 
ning graces which love inspires!: and 
how vain at this moment did Julia feel 
the ^OTt with which she endeavoured 
to inspire or to experience aflfectioii &r» 
Walter! 

The dinner passed heavily away : in- 
the afternoon Julia applied to her work,^ 
and endeavoured to supp<Ht a ccmversa« 
tton which, on Walterls part, was evi^ 
dently attended with efifort; and he. at: 

length 
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kttgth bec&die so languid and inadver*- 
tent in his replies, that Jiilia. fancied he 
vtBS illf and offared^ the reviving assist*- 
anee of a ooidial i^ his relief. ButWal^- 
ter wdl. knew there was but one onrdiaL 
could- minister comfini; and it was wdL 
finr him that. Julia's occuifation prevent^ 
ed her observing, the eag^ glance which, 
he steadily fixed i)pon the door.:, but no 
BHen appeared; and Walter; no longer. 
aUe to bear hex absence^, or support this 
irksome Ute^-tHe^ offered, to ii^q^ire' 
how De JM^ontfcrt had borne hirsq^ast. 
Jlilk fidlowed, and bemg once more all 
aiaemUed together,, ^ey agreed to re- 
liiain in .the same- apartment. Ellen 
reached a bodk^ to occupy herself in 
readmg. to the • sick Kian ; Julia, oonti^ 
nued her work, a little piqued atthe want, 
ofanimatfon so ccmspieuous in^her lover. 
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and wbidi, ala^! ^ntiasted him so* uyi-. 
favoural^ i with his ri vd ; whilst Wd* 
ter, d«spinring of gaining. eyen a look* 
from ESlen, drew hi« chair in ai poeitlofi 
M listen tO' h«, that be might at-I^aM 
ha^ the iHelodlous sotind of heg vm&df 
and^ gaze upon ^r belotsed ooimtetianct. 
• lUppeated w^iMhe-^ofti} which Wal* 
ter^tnade onee inop& to gaui an intep^iew 
iMdtliMle»: thiey weve aU in vaui^-^Jier^ 
determin^tiion was fixedy her fesohitioa 
film ;^and thoogb her bMirt was sc^mecb 
by ^Hfi^Tviitig tiie^ deep diej^eA6ne£ Ya»i 
manaer «id tbejcMsaiiiiathig smile whidi 
akme* beamed on his IbalAii^ whett- slie' 
met has gase/yet, she avoided his pie^^ 
senc^ «Bd he^ifw &reed to depart wiitik 
out. one iStMouvabfe woid or oneslinid 

Thwjg^ oheKhad' |Wtaiiied'tKa^4ti^ 

■ ^ ^ -J she 
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s^:wa8>iknwilUBg tdsUCgpsct hersielf to 
anotfaer ; > and js slse expected he wonldi 
most pnt^obaibly fdburn' more fl'eqaehfiy 
thitn ^er^ sbi&deterihihed t6'>make some* 
eUaeiMS' to ' Jiifia fat permission to visit' 
hm pufi^ts; diitl ail 'one of her'. sistem< 
vtBBt ^iAti^ ' X^ ^ maaried, ttiat drcum* 
sttitteei iaibtsted he»^ a very ^onradbie^ 

'^ >^li^ ^ *#£»' imif^ls^ it' the ^ reqttesier » 

^d pi«^iktk)M W^t^'^^e ^^EU^^' 
d^Miiii'e ; • al$d^^she«oil^h^r< piM' s^c^Iy^- 
clMi^liiiined'^afl^I^ oblTf 

lifiti^ i^fit^hd^ QM^tt^4ie»t biid' baftt^hed 
th&' r«migtn1»^^iitti^ df W^l«ei^,;wh^h* she' 
f^t^ Itcnrid Ae^W tie'tWKlase'i 61" ulitll' 
\bb was nffiFFHe^dfO JuMA, t^i^h; ^/ey^nt*. 
sft« exp^^ ^mM Ukib pkce/ Accord • 
i% l« th^ ^odgiOat mipulad^^^ wkfl^ 
•^ - '' G € Julia 




1S2 THE FAMILIES OF 

Julia had compleled what she had very * 
nearly attained^ her eighteenth yeat. 

EUen's family lived about twenty miles 
fit>mlorddeMontfbrt*sreffiid^ice« Herfii^ 
iheVf William Peix^y, was of high deseeiM^ 
-p-^he was a younger brandi of the noble 
house of Lovel ; her mother was a Her- 
berty but, by marrying against the politi* 
cal interests of her family, had been long 
estranged from their remembrance. The 
property of the Percies had been wasted 
in the wars, and was now reduced to a 
small pittance, barely sufficient to sup^ 
port the &mily in decent oomfoirt and 
independence. So many of the Loyelj^ 
had fallen in battle in support of Ricb« 
a)rd'9 cause, that William Percy be«am<$: 
cne of his nearest heirs, and might have 
sttP94 forward with other competitocSi v 
tp i;laim the title, and property ; but tb^ * 

title 
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title was forfeited, and the sequestered: 
lands were now in the possess»!m of the^ 
king. 

It was in this seclusion that EUen^ 
endeavoured to forget Walter: here she 
was certainly safe fiom. his intrusion* 
but nothing was likely to detach her 
from his remembrance; amidst sedety 
and habits so inferior to what she had 
been long accustomed, she Qovld only 
dwell with fonder recollections upon 
what she had quitted. Here then vre 
must leave her for a tune, endeavoiuing,^ 
by every virtuous eflfort, to redeem her 
&ult — to forget the man whose love was^ 
her reproach under his peculiar circum- 
stances ; and doubtless time would have 
asrirted her labours, would have restored 
her peace of mind and her affections, 
bad she been left calmly and uninter- 
.: ruptedly 
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rtiptedlj to rea{> tbe &nit of fcer^endMN 
voursL To desire sincerely to redtk&kt d 
fault is to succeed r to form: the p«?€^ 
the/ pious i^scdutibn^M-to ' Aiake tire first 
painM effort, as a token of mbmiBsion: 
andiof kxre tci vhrtae, is all that Heareft 
i^iiirea; its eakre completes theMetifitei, 
mA lead^iii er^ry wteh suficessful;. ^ 
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CHAPTER X. 

1 
/ ■ ■ • • 

-»•'■■«••• ••■.••'•i • f 

UMN Walter'!* retttWi hocil#^ hefonAd- 
Cetyjr had isiiddenlf departed to. Vem^- 
tmke Castle, as^tras^ frequently li^^tw^. 
toHi/to spend some tiiiie wifib Marganfly 
the countess of Ri^naidlidi TMs exeel* 
lent lady wa» the adthkatidn of the age 
iia^ which she Hived: her long sepamtleii' 
from her only son, who was fik^d kite^ 
eJEtrljr ex3e, deprived her heart of its 
m6st tetider interest ; but hi9 sad loss ' 
was in «^ remote degree supplied^ by the^ 
affec^oii' with which she had regarded ' 
decUy from her earliest infancy, and' 
this^ regdrd had erer been td Cefeify the • 
pride antfpifeftsure of IftrHfe v^^ 

^ • Lady 
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Lady Margaret, who was a con8tiai& 
patrcmess and admirer of useful learning,^ 
had herself presided over the education: 
of her young^; favourite. As printing 
was yet in its earliest dawn,, books Vfeut- 
e9(treme}y scaioe, and Castle Owei^. wa^ 
certainly rather, the^ seat of war than of .; 

• * • 

th^ muses ; but lady Margaret cultivatedc; 
knowledge, and encouraged an intimae;^ 
with learned n^en.: she had a small stpc^ 
of piou^t and . weU-chosen books, and ; w^ 
herself well skilled, in, the Frendt andU- 
Xiatin tongities*^. , . 

The, advantage o£\ these attdihmentiP) 
and pursuits were dl communicated to^ 
Cedly, wha.wasbesidesi exquisitely ddlU r 
ed in all.kiiids of- needlework — ^toudi6d<> 
the lute with $aste and delicaoy,, and) 
accompanied it witb.a voice in whidr- 
Nature had Mused hQr/^ir^test|aiie(Sh-^ 

was 
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tra$ a fine dancer, and sat a hcnrse mos^ 
giao^lly. Besides these acquired ac-*^ 
complisbmentSy lady Cecily was justly^ 
finned for the beauties of her discourse,- 
Ae perpetual serenity of her mind, the^ 
pbyf Illness g£ her wit^ the humility of 
htt temper^ and the graees of her per-- 
adik These singularly amia(>le qualitiea^ 
were chiefly developed and greatly as- - 
usted by the care of her beloved fliend. f 
'■ Xiady Mafgaref s rendence was the 
aeat of eveiy virtue— -tliey were all prac-^ 
tised in her daily habitjs, and pictured far 
bar life; and who doea not acknowledge 
the happy fcnrce of personal example ?-^ 
Never was any woman greater than the 
ciountess of Richmond in the ' world's > 
esteem, or poorer in her own : the rich * 
at her table diuly tasted her hospitality— 
(be pocMT at her gate enjoyed her charity; 

sbe 




M» ll'Hlfi FAMILIES or 

she was |Nioiis without severity^ g^eroiit 
without ostentation-busing her religion; 
as the guide of her life, and her money 
fpr the best and wisest purposes. By 
faiitii !and marriage she was allied td" 
thirty kings and queens, land in h^r pq^sr^ 
terity bais be^i alUed to thirty more; but^ 
no personal (aide: eVer marked btlt su]pi^! 
liority-^^^thatfwas mtfatittred ofily byi^her 
e^OBdknc^. . >i > 

'. AfW lier rebiim &^m the festivil{er 
of Castle Owai, she hai been bosity el»f 
ployed in a Inost dbaritable office^ efvetL 
in binding up tho wounds iof the ene«( 

mies of her hc^nise/ It ba|ypehecl ttift^* 
in. 'Ae expiring efibrts of the Ghami»OB^ 

of 'Warbedk'si cause,, a '^irmiidi' faad^ 

taiken place in her neighbourhood^ aitd* 

indeed it. was suggested that, lurd th^ 

9^mpt sudceede4^ hen ^house wae^^lto 

grand 



gc^nd direct of attack.; but it :failed« 
soBQLe pf the paijty imJu^g .tfaek escapei 
an4 the wQuiided^ left desolate and for- 
a^kei]^ immediately became object! tG^f 
her<x)iai)assioB, 

^;A8 fihe wisely pcmsider^ that hex 
V^X <gc)v^mipent was, .mor^: Mtsspiy $^ 
€ur§d;tbaQ ey^ (for ijiBsucoeiasful. riabel* 
iiipQ; 4w»y*. .^tewgthenft. th^ hwfid»; qf 
PQwer), ,^ anticipMiedi no .datiger: oit ib* 
4u«3:etar9Q J&^Npti tbct injiiii^g^cMuce of ber 
oln^rity 1 ^he th^reAnre yielded tei (the 
kill^'dioftateil<)C be^eiroleiiee, and prdsr; 
ed . tl^ wounded and ihe dying, jbo fad 
eaiceAildy broiiight within, her waUs. iMh 
|hi$ d^aritable oecupatiou tbe felt fiudi 
Wa):it of C^y : their .^itnatioii required 
^cmstapt sAb^nti(m^ aDtd she never feit 
tjt^, Jli^ndiiciBs^' to. be complete which was 

not 
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not administered under her own obser^l . 
vation, and directed hj her own peculiar 
care. Her patients consisted of the leader 
of the band, a stripling in years, h\xt 
well versed in the profession of arfu^ 
the son of a distant chieftain from the. 
west,^ whose wounds gave little heipea^ 
recovery; his standard-bearer, apparently 
a fine young man, of whom no.oneixmld 
give much informatimi ; seven dansrt 
men, a minstrel^ and a trumpeter; th« 
two kst had foUowed ki the rear <^ the^ 
party^ and both were slightly woundedt 
Six attendants were therefore ordered to 
depart for Castle Owen, leading.a horse 
for the lady Cecily, richly caparisoned; 
with crims(m vel,vet, and accompanied 
by one of lady Margaret's chaplains^ an<]^. 
one of her ladies to attend li^'^ and aa 

iL 
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It was merely a morning's ride which 
sefwurated the fatnilies, her departure was 
^easily arranged. 

Lady Margai^et met her in the park, 
and in few words explained her particu- 
lar reason for desiring her company t 
/' and now/' said she, ^ is the time ar- 
riving in which I receive the daily re* 
^rt of my patients, and visit them, to 
hear if apy thing be neglected or any 
cmnplaint arise. Will you follow me, 
my love, and assist in this friendly care ?" 

X]!acily never required a second en- 
treaty to urge her on any charitable 
deed, .more especially when lady Marga- 
ret made the request; she yielded her 
acquiescence with pleasure, .and on the 
way listened to lady Margaret's account 
of .their situation, and the state of Idbeir 
wounds. 

*• There 
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* There is one amongst their ntm^ 
ber,** eohtiimed the eeuhtes^, ** who^ ii^ 
terests me most forcibly, thongfc I cAh 
searoely say why ; for as he is severely 
-wowdAtdf and has not yet arisen^ frotik 
his^ bed, his^ pesson has been sdwo^ 
visible* but his vcHce, his wcnrd^ h& 

* • • • 

moyemfenfts/ appear' to haVe i» - them' ' k 
grace and sweetness inexpressible; His 
wound is merely' superficiid, bttt it wore 
at first a most frightful appearanee. HS) 
chiei^in seems wcmderftiliy interested 
for his recovery, as he waa hurt in de- 
fon^ng him at the time' he foil ; but 
ikie young chieftain himself is gradually 
declining, his wounds grow m<n*e iii*. 
flained, and he seems gentfysittk&ig 
into a better worfd.** 
• They now entered the watd appn)^ 
priated to the sick warriors. The cduit- 

tess 
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%ess first approaehed tfte bed of the fowfig 
leader: at the head of it stood her owii 
confessdr, the Excellent bwhop Fishifi 
be was watching over the pillow of the 
side man, and pourihg in the balm^'ctf 
eoiTsolation and of comfort m it» moist 
geh^ strdns. He had Wen receiving 
bis l^t bonfegsibn, aiid wa^ piNsparitig to 
tdmlnister the last eerembhies of the 
church when the ladies entered; but 
the exertion he had made to commune 
with the bi^op had exhausted his 
strength^ and he appeared to have feUen 

into a gentle doze, from which, how- 

♦ 

evir, little hope could be cheriished^t 
«r^ „tlier a felay than a «lea»e fl™tf 
di^atfb. Cedly mourned the premature 
fate of this hapfess youth, and stfll m6rd' 
fcr his wretdhed parents, whose restlesi? 
sphit had hranied titem into rebellion; 

and 



144 - THE FAMILIES OF 

and destroyed their son, doomed now t& 
perish in the care of stringers, far from 
every tie of friendship and <rf love. 

fearful df disturbing his transient re« 
pose, the ladies stole away, and next vi« 
sited the interesting stranger: he also 
was asleep, but his was the sleep of r^* 
turning health. They did not a^^roach 
his apartment, since they heard so good 
an account of him from his attendants, 
who stated that his wound was healing 
fast, and the fever which had hitherto 
confined him to his bed was already 
much reduced. 

One or two difficult cases were still 
reported to the countess, and the hapless 
sufferers had now the gratifioatioB of 
pouring out their gratitude to their ge* 
nerous benefactress, and acknowledgii^ 
that no eare was neglected that could 

mitigate 
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.initigate their sufferings, or skill that 
CQuld promote their recovery. The re- 
maining patients were already in a state 
of conTafescence, and the minstrel, upon 
ike ladies' approach, tuned his harp, and 
softly striking the chords, accompanied 
Jbds Toice in a few extempore verses, ex- 
pressdv^ of the kind benevolence him- 
sdf and companions had experienced, 
^nd of the everlasting obligations they 
bad incurred. 

Other charitable visits yet remained 
to be paid ; these were the visits which 
always claimed the first attention of the 
i^untess — comfort and relief was widely 
diffused around her dwelling, and blessr 
ings followed her steps. Besides a va^ 
riety of distressed objects who were con- 
stantly m^ntained in her house, she 

jsought out all the neighbouring poor, 

♦ • • ' . . • ■ . ■ *■ 
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knd herself inquired into their cenditiiHi 
and tlteir wants. This was the sCTviee 
upon which -she now took Cecily ; and 
Coold a party of our modem %elles for 
once forsake the tat)wded mall, the ga«- 
fly -shew, to follow such a friend in jsueh 
a dirty, their eyes would be opened to 
the empty shadow tit whidi they grasps 
andihey would he taught the peace and 
satisfaction which -are the constant re- 
ward of virtuous exertions. 

'Cecily had no reason to regret the 
sflbsence of oflier guests, for bdy Marga- 
ret was in herself a host; her conversa- 
tion tvas always freely hestowed, was 
Ihttitmal, and ftfll vf informations lihe 
IbVed to lendear herself to young ^r- 
^^otis, atfd iHOTmate herself in thar 
IKStJeem, "that 1she tnight sehse ^very t>p- 
^taMty to tiepreseirt the beauty, |Aea- 

-ssure, 



/eras £j»krgi^ rjn hqr qhniipit^^r it^ ^h^. 

ooras tbis £isldfin 4^, thq^ 4ftys : twifc^jir 
4aalie1y,^bboughiti^^ ki^its biigb.4r 

iMt paiecticai, it is 1^ iW^m lOf ojijirs; 
luid to shiQld.it6 yci^aiy i)*Qpi ri^ule^.^ 
(mufit be earefuHy caiice«ied. 

In theoDjorse of i:li€^ (c^alk 4ib^ ^Vr 

i^pficuli^r Ibr dte aeatooss .and ihe be^iKity 
^ jfis oal^f 1d»at at ii»^ 
Ceeily*s attention. 

*> You are right," said lady Margaret ; 

H 2 " this 
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^* this land does honour to its possessor, 
whom indeed I esteem as one of my most 
valuable- tenants. His father rented of 
my father a sufficient quantity of land 
to employ six labourers in the tillage, 
and in pasture he maintained a flock of 
one hundred sheep and thirty cows : for 
all this he paid but four pounds a-year, 
which was the fair rent at which the 
farm was valued. He was bound to 
provide the king a man and horse ; por- 
tioned his daughters handsomely '<m 
their marriage, giving them at least a 
year's good rent for their dower ; lived 
hospitably amongst his neighbours, and 
charitably amongst the poor; and his 
son appears to inherit for his portion 
his Other's good sense and good manage- 
ment." 



CHAP- 



^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 



The next morning, rather before tlie 
hour appointed for visiting the wound- 
ed, a message was brought that the 
young chief was in his last moments: 
owing to the pious care and consolation 
of the bishop, he was perfectly calm and 
resigned; The ladies Margaret and Ce- 
cily immediately determined upon visit- 
ing his chamber : the silence of d^atb 
reigned around; no sound was heard 
but the deep breathing of the dying 
man, which announced his dissolution 
fast approaching. The venerable bishop, 
arrayed in his gorgeous robes for the so-^ 

H 8 lemn 
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lemn occasion, stood over him with ex- 
tended hands, in the act of blessing his 
departing spirit, whilst a smile of resig- 
nation and hope seemed q^uivering on 
his pale lip. flis smking head was sup- 
ported in the arms of one whose counte- 
fiitfic^ ai^ ^t^^fi&ief d9 be kndtt by the 
sid^ 6f the? hediy fifi^t have passed for 
l^is^^ nSini6te¥}]»^ Mg6l^ &o divine wss ite 

iti a #hite gB»i&mt, t^hieh bting iti too^ 
stiA Mty MdHi ^A i^^ tfsuallf ^tppfO^ 

Bei'^ hM im^« bl^e>Mrfi li^ |llu1:4ld m 
^ etoiM of bH h^^, sttta iMng d0«m 

M^ SM sok ^ye mb' fijj^ ytnh «d bus 

^^ ei(pi^ef§^oii( bit hi^ dyitfg fB^nd^ 

hectic 



/^ 
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kectic ftush of anxiety or sickness suf- 
fused his fes^tures* 

As the counters and lady Cecily ad- 
vanced, though most gentle were thmr 
steps, their approach was heard by the 
dying man, and lifting his feeble eyes» 
their gaze fell upon his kind protectress^ 
whom he yet .discerned, and stretching 
out his hand towards her in grateful 
token of her kindness, he fell back : th? 
^^Efort was too great for expiring nature^ 
for before the countess had clasped his 
hand in hers, his spirit had departed. 

So gradual were his last moments,, so 
peaceful was his end, the awful change 
might not have been immediately per*- 
ceived, had not the young stranger an* 
nounced it by his grief. He let &11 his 
arm with the head it had supported, but 
he still hung oyer the departed remains 

H 4 of 
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of his chief, and clung to it with eager 
fondness ; tears rolled fast down his man* 
ly cheek, and the attention of all was 
interested in his sorrows. — " My friend, 
my only friend," said he, " thou art 
gone, and hast left me comfortless ; with 
thee I tasted the unknown joys of kind- 
ness and of love — with thee I fought and 
bled: oh, would to Heaven my death 
had saved thy life ! — Earth had its charms 
for thee — thy blossom opening to the 
bloom of manhood, planted by the hand 
of care, fostered with love, and ripening 
in the sweet sunshine of endearing home: 
thou hast much to regret, and many to 
regret thee ; but I, an aKen, an outcast 
—I should have missed no joysy and 
should be missed by none." 

He bowed his head upon the couch, 
and seemed absorbed in melancholy re- 
flections. 
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flections. The countess, fiiU of anxiety^ 
lest the agitation of his spirits should re- 
open his wound, as yet scarcely healed, 
and renew the fever which was hardly 
subdued, and had left him weak and 
feeble, hurried him back to his own 
chamber, from which he had secretly 
escaped to watch over the pillow of his 
friend. By the first glance she had re- 
cognized him to be the same young 
$tranger who had already interested her 
so strongly in his favour: the pathetic 
grief he had displayed upon the death- 
bed of his friend had by no means lesi^en- 
ed this impression, and curiosity, which 
always beats strong in the female breast, 
was, in the present instance, so mingled 
with benevolent and kind intentions, 
that the good countess eagerly sought 
his confidence^ the more easily to become 

H 5 acquainted 



d 




a64ta6ihted ^iih ifte ttveSHs of tmitlg 
him. 

In the ^ehih^ ^h^ ietit ft»r Mm intd 
hei- dbset, alld qtte^libHed him WSj^eaU 
ing his Views and Wished. Afte* ex^ 
pi^s^iilg respectful iUld utlhOUii^ed gftt^ 
titUde for her pdst mA ^r^§ent kifi^Mis, 
he toM her the ^fd^sidn ef ttOM W«» 
his punuiti sM; ptotided the (cause vm^ 
hbtioui^ble, it wa^ Alike li^^dKflbMIt fiV 
hith tdi6ni o^ wh€*e feie i6t^^• H^fiAid 
his H^me was H^h*y fle WeKeifs ti^ 
the ^ariiculan^ toif hiis f^ily he kn^irt- 
tained a silehc6 Which even i6yeSity C6uld 
riot ittVade, for thei*e wte a hobl* dignitif 
in hi^ derneihcW!- Whidi leST^fied hlth 
with the highest rank, iand eidt&d Svt 
most tihbounded r^s^i Hfe inforftfed' 
her, however, that h* fed latdy left liil 
horiae, which was of eicalted *attft> feding- 

himself 
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hiiBself an unloved intruder; (hat ho 
had yidded himself into the hmA& of 
fc»rtune to rule his destinyt md that h^ 
hoped to find a fitther in the wco-lds and 
a mother in his virtues ; that attachment 
to his &llen friend had Irnig leagued him 
in a cause adverse to the reigning tno* 
narch ; that he was theti quite young in 
political ibformation; ^ but now,'' ha 
added, ^ I am persuaded thdt the »HI 
of such a mother must be worthy of hUf 
people's love, and my ufibounded gratis 
tude to jiM, Ba^t honoured lady, binds 
me for ever to his cause." 

He bowed most gracefuUy,. and was^ 
about to retire; when the oountess pre- 
vemted hfan. — "St^y, Jienry,** spd she 
•^'^ something must be done to serve 
you: fUtune is a card^ss mistness, and 
be£K^ her &v<H2f8 are dispensed, you 

h6 may 



/ 



156 THE FAMILIES OF 

may languish in misery and want. ¥ot 
the present, consider this your home till 
your health is re-established and your 
character is known, for by that I must 
be guided in my conduct; and what 
your merits deserve^ that my interest 
shall obtain you." 

Henry fell at her feet, and most gal- 
lantly declared that fortune had amply 
Ailfilled his most sanguine wishes, when 
she introduced him to her notice. He 
promised that his ccmduct should never 
forfeit her patronage, but declared his 
determination not long to continue an 
idle partaker of her liberal hospitality. 
- Gffrom this moment Henry was do-: 
idifsticated in the family 7 but whether 
it aroise from anxiety, agitation, or the 
Effects of his wound and previous watclb- 
ingiind fatigue his fever again returned, 

and 
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and kept him for some time languid 
and weak. During, this Reason of weak# 
ness and debility Cecily ministered to 
his want4s: she thought charity was her 
cMily motive and the spring of all her 
kindness, but she had a joy, a livelier 
pleasure in contributing to his comfort 
and recovery than her heart at first ac* 
knowledged — she felt exalted in his pre- 
sence, and proud of his superiority ; for 
Henry de Werter was formed in that 
heavenly mould whose spirit walks the 
earth to shine amidst the darkness of 
moml depravity ; and such was his com- 
manding sway, that in his presence vice 
shrunk abashed from his detection, and 
blushed at her own deformity. His 
mind beamed in his features— 'true-born 
greatness of soul and native sweetness 
were painted in his countenance, ani- 
mated 
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fiiated every expression, and gare grao^ 
to every sentiment. He was indeed 
poor in patrimony, but ridi in Heaven's 
best gifts ; for he had a soul superior to 
the charms of wealth: it taiight him 
that true greatness oonsisteth not in out-, 
ward splendour, but inward excellence^ 
and he desired to be truly groat. Act- 
uig under the impulse of tlus impression^ 
his passions, tliough naturally strong, 
seldom led him into error; for there 
arose a superior force witfaia his rnind^ 
which held them in subgection, and led 
him to prefer true hcmour and virtue. 

Could Cecily view sudi perfectiba and 
remain unmoved? could she contemn 
plate this noblest work of natuM and 
fi>rbear fa^ admiimticm ? or could he foe*- 
come the object of faer care-^bould be 
tcaoe that gocdsiess df heart which so 

oftea 
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often beat in unison with his own, and 
not mingle something more tender than 
gratitude with his thanks ?» — Surely such 
souls were formed for sympathy, though 
fate had widely separated their destinies. 
In the present seclusion of the family- 
pa)-ty they weire tiecessarily left much 
together, a»d in the portionle^ object 
<yf her bounty lady Margaret foresaw no 
Asaiger to the liigh-bcMrn Cecily ; and in 
trhat related to the honour of Henry 
^d th^ virtue <^ Cecily, she was not 
i6istdl*n In her security* 



CHAP- 



/ 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Days rolled on, delightful days to Wer- 
ter, whilst remaining debility still re- 
tained him a willing captive on lady 
Margaret's bounty: hei* opinion of faia 
merits daily rose, but before she finally 
arranged his destiny, she was an;&iously. 
desirous of being confirmed in the fa-, 
vourable sentiments she had formed, that 
she might not hereafter be forced to con- 
demn herself for espousing the interest$ 
of an unworthy object : the social inter- 
course of domestic intimacy enabled her 
to watch him narrowly, and in all his 
words and actions she traced consistency 

of 
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of character ; and this friendly commu- 
nion at the same time gave Henry more 
frequent and more dangerous opportu- 
nity of interesting his fair nurse than a 
much longer acquaintance might have 
afforded. If she worked, Henry sat by 
her side; if the weather permitted his 
taking the air, Cecily was his attendant, 
to support his returning strength and 
prescribe the degree of exercise his feeble 
frame could bear : she watched his health, 
but he watched her wishes, anticipated 
her commands, and studied how to gra- 
tify her simplest desires: he seemed to 
live only in her smiles, and to revive in 
her presence ; for this was the first dawn- 
ing of love in Henry's heart; hitherto 
he -had lived secluded from women, was 
ignorant of their powerful charms, and 
of that dignified sweetness and cultivnted 
V : superiority 
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superiority which he saw and felt in Cor 
eily. Beauty he Iiad seen, but it failed 
to touch his soul; for it was necessary 
that beauty should be enshrined in -vir* 
tue, enriched with graee^ and half-con* 
cealed iti modest reserve, ere it could 
Win his fiHid^ess. 

Marvel not, gentle reader, at tiae d/s^ 
voted attachmezit of our hero, for in thii 
age femafe influence was at tiie ss^^kb 
of its glory and perfection ; Crested c^ 
the fulscmie and oftentimes absurd ado*> 
ration o£ the preceding centuries^, it waf- 
still the source of valour, gave birth to" 
pohtenessy called ftnrth benevoknce> re- 
stricted oppression, and excited every 
great and generous feeling in the hu^ 
man breast Tlie sr^mptoms of this 
tioble passion were first evinced in tea- 
deraess and fond submission-^&uch a ten^ 

demess 
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deraess as Heiury loved to display^ aiid 
Ceeily was not backward iu iseeeiving^ 
If we were asked the reason of this un-^ 
boanded re&pect and attention to tlio 
sex^ and the reascvis why it has so sadly 
dimmisbed and degenerated in our owii 
lucldess days, we should ascribe it in a 
§F6at measure to the present female list* 
bits of diwijatioiv and display, wkidi 
9BtiidpateB the attentions' whu^h are so 
eagerly grasped;, and it is well known 
hy experience^ that what is always to be 
seen i€^ sc^^ely ever sought* 

But do not suppose, my &ir reader, 
that female bapfuness was confined to 
the days of Cecily : custom, which go-^ 
vems all things with the most absolute 
sway, had certainly raised romantic gal* 
lantry to its highest pitchy and women 
were the gainers by its influence ; but a 

beauty 



i 
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beauty of the nineteenth century, wha 
receives her limited portion of admira- 
tion and attention^ provided it equals 
that of her rivals and ootemporaries, 
will not deem herself aggrieved; We 
judge of every thing by comparison, 
and that comparison, to be fair, must be 
limited to our own times, and associated 
with our own ideas and habits. 
' The first employment which lady Mar- 
garet found for Henry de Werter was an 
embassy to lord de Montfort's, prindpaDy 
to inquire after his health, and likewise 
to learn some particulars relating to a 
distressed object whom the abbot of Lli- 
therstone, lord Montfort's confessor, had 
recommended to her care : he was like- 
wise instructed to return by Castle Owen, 
and bring tidings of the family ; but sad 
were the commands he received, for he 

waa 
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was desired to announce to Cecily her 
father's summons to return in the fol- 
lowing week, as guests were then ex- 
pected at the castle, and the father!s 
pride thought aU his splendour incom^ 
plete, when bereaved of the dazzling 
lustre>of his daughter's presence. 

Henry delivered his message with the 
deepest - sorrow, though it w^as not vi- 
jsible in his coiuitenanc^ for he would 
have deemed it equally presumptuou^ 
and ungrateful to have betrayed his emo- 
tions4 and indeed he had feelings at 
this moment to combat of a tender and 
mournful cast, which he felt it his duty 
to endeavour to suppress : but the con- 
flict could not be endured without some 
appearance of its force ; the body ever 
sympathizes with the mind, and Henry's 
strength and spirits drooped and lan- 
guished. 
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gnisbed. It was in vwn his %Lmi pro- 
tectress again administered these fiiedi- 
cines wiiich liad «t iBrst rdiered liim ; 
the diseases of the hody i^ could ^urei^ 
tnrt Tvlio can readi the soul ? fHid fcafl 
*he heart of Henry been analyzed, it 
would have been found most cru^y 
afflicted by the hand of Fate. 

Cecily, too, heard the mandate with 
imusual sorrow: she was ashamed to 
own its cause — i^e blushed to feel her- 
s^ interested in the conversation of a 
stranger, and she endeavoured to *per- 
suade herself that her reluctance opose 
from iier affection to 'her noble hosrtess ; 

she accordingly prq)ared for fier depm*- 

" * • . - . • 

ture witli good4iumoiired iflaerity ; and 
if a regret would somirtimes arise inad 
remind her of the happy we^fcs rfie 4iad 
just completed, and w*hich were ^lever 

likely 



^ 
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likely to return, she wouM hastily sup- 
press the thought, and by endeaYOuring 
to employ htrself in a vfiiiety^jf occupa- 
tions, s3ie hoped t^ cherish «nd ^cite 
less dangerous interests. 

At length ^ tnOTBiing for departui^ 
arrived, and Henry was depirted to ihrm 
part of the -eseotL As the <;a¥^cade 
moTed slowly through the parte, his lieart 
faltered, hut he eontro'fled feis feelings 
witTi sttdi caution Ifeat Ocily did not 
«ren scEspect him rf regret ; ^le was too 
anutJh ticcustamed to receive -attention 
to mark its pecuUgaity, and in the pre- 
isent instance she tiscribed it dike to the 
gallantry and gratitude of Henry. 

T3^)0n the w«y, his Tttraost cJflforts "were 
exerted -to 'puepare fin* the bitter eercmo- 
iiy oT parting, and -so well had he suc- 
^ceeded, "fliat nipcn -arriving at Castte 

Owen 
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Owen he delivered Cecily into her fa* 
ther's hands with a dignity and grace 
peculiar to himself. But had the proud 
baron ^read his inmost soul, and traced 
the love he dared to feel for Cecily, he 
would not have received our untitled 
hero with the admiration and courtesy 
his merits had already excited : he was 
so much captivated with him that he 
invited him to remain at the castle ; but 
Henry did not allow himself for a .mo- 
ment to contemplate such happiness; 
he hurried from the enchanted land he 
jiow tro4» and turned his horse's head 
into *he shortest road which Jed from 
Castle Owen. 

Before he returned to lady Margaret, 
he proceeded, as he had previously ar^ 
ranged with her, to ride around the 
neighbourhood^ and spend a few days in 

observing 
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o'bserving the country: his health was 
the motive he ascribed to the countess 
for this desire, in which she readily ac« 
^uiesced. 



TOL.I- I CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Since the departure of Ellen from the 
house of her patron, Walter had fre- 
quently repeated his visits at lord de 
Montfort's ; but it was a sense of duty 
alone which carried him there, for when 
he found Ellen flown, though he was 
forced to admire her virtuous resolution, 
he deeply regretted its effects, by which 
she seemed lost to him for ever. Whilst 
his mind was in such a mood, his com- 
pany could not be very acceptable to his 
betrothed ; and, on her part, tired with 
the fruitless efforts she had lately made 
to win his confidence, she ceased her 

^cfftibns, 




OWEN AND DE MONWORT. 171 

^^iifions, and in hi^ attentions to her 
father found frequtent excuse for absehde. 
Since the offence that her fiiquliy in- 
specting De Lacy had once given Wal- 
ter, she had caUtiouisTy avoidied s31' allu- 
sion to him; but hfe now himself mi^n- 
lioiied his name, and informed her the 
valorous knight had again returned into 
the country, and was even now expectcfd 
at his father's; and that, on the morr6w, 
he had prtomised to give Km wefcorixe at 
home. 

A flutter of joy at this intdl^rice 
arose in Julia's breast, which nhe had 
i^earcely the art to conceal; by hler si- 
fence she seemed to affect an indifier- 
erice wliidi she was^ v«ry far from fee- 
ing: she now hoj^ and felt inured 
that De Lacy woidd not omit paying 

1 2 his 
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bis resp^ts to her, and she was not scnry 
Walter's absence would insure her bis 
company, without so disagreeable a re- 
stramt as his presence would excite. 

On the morrow he took his departure, 
and when the hour of walking arrived, 
Julia, forsook her favourite haunt, and 
wandered, perhaps unconsciously, on the 
top of the rocky steep which overlooked 
the road to Owen Castle. This road 
wound round the base of the hill, whose 
declivity was traced with goat -walks 
winding through the brambles and about 
the rocks. Here Julia had unseen a full 
comm^d of the distant vale ; and in a 
clear atmosphere the tower of Owen 
Castle plight distmctly be perceived, 
with all its intermediate scenery of 
£toeam and wood. If Julia had a mo- 

tiye 
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iWe in her choice, that motive was frus- 
trated; no travefler trod the way, no 
human footstep cheered the dreary Void.^ 
The next day found her on the sabie 
spot, with a favourite goat by her side, 
which, since EHetfs departure, had been 
her usual, and indeed her only compa^ 
nion. The ungrateful animal evinced a 
stronger inclination for liberty than for 
her mistress ; she made a sudden bound, 
and darting from the copse, scrambled 
through the brake, leapt the rocks, and 
Was in a moment at the foot of the pre- 
cipice. With equal agility Julia follow- 
ed, and arriving at the brink, she beheld 

» > 

her little favourite at arm's length be- 
neath her. She endeavoured to descend 
and recover the ianimal ; the danger was 
great, but so was her ardour, nor could 
she be ever persuaded to rdinquish an 
' 13 undertaking 
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undertaking whilst a chance of sueces£( 
remained : this arose from ^ enthusiasm, 
not obstinacy; she imagined difficulties 
would ever yield to perseverance, and 
in general die was right ; in the present 
instafice she was wrongs for the value of 
the qbject by no means equalled the 
nsk. She looked carefully around^ anc). 
observmg some slender roots, to assist 
her progress^ she seis^ the^^ ^td €»-' 
deavour^ to descend : she succeedied: in 
a{>proadung the j^t where the goat 
atopd still eyeing he? mistr^s» but the^ 
et^h cn^EabHed i^ her ^asp» the weeda 
yi^ded to her pre^jsure; siti^ fsim pr^^. 
eeede^ and pk^^ng her loot in ^ spi^l 
crevice oC the earth, the treii^Jl^srou^^^ 
ground gave wsy — ^he i^ppe^ mA f<^ : 
fortunately ahe still lleld to a lu$i ^ 
grass, but ao slinidtei: Wta her Iv^ aad 

so 



S9 peg^i^ular the spot, thati h^^i s^^ 
^tqiQpted tp move, she ooul^ qpj; ha>^ 
ijBQpverqd h^r feet. Witl| ha: &ce to tl^^ 
^qj^th a^d h^ feet dangling bplp\)r^ $}^ 
cju^g helpless and exhaust^ to th^ 
ropk: bjut if prudence ha^ %$£^^h9i; 
Frqvidence had not; for spm^ one paj^; 
ipg be^ath in the road beheld h^ ^ifipr 
ger. Ip a iJ^iojiiespt the heights^ were, 
SGS^, Wd «s if stejw; h$^ t^lj h^wQ i«l 
t]b^ at^f^p si^^ ^ ^e rpc^9 tiii^. spo}; wtti 
aitaj|ied« Julia was sei:^^ hy the ^nn^i 
ai^4 wijth incr^pdible impetuosity hucii^ 
to the tpp of tbe hill, and gm% W^ at. 
Ae foipt pf ^ sprea^ng; oak, 

^£t wa$ long ei^ tk? agitation of. Jftdia 
ceaaed,; and before her eyes m>perad to 
th^ lights her detivexier knelt befow h^er,. 
using every end^vpujr to restore her 
aij^m^tipn, and watqbiBl^itbfi $l<m ro? 

I 4 . turn 



Z' 
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turn of reviving heakb. As he lajr 
extended before her, he tesembled a 
worshipper in the act of adoring his 
divinity, so humble and so ardent was 
his attitude. At length her recovery 
rewarded his patience ; her eyes opened^, 
and they opened upon De Lacy: the 
sight of him , recovered her more than 
all his remedies; the various feelings 
that crowded upon her mind, and, mdte 
than all, her solitary and secluded situa^i^^ 
tion, roused her to exertion, and express^ 
ing her obligations for his timely rescue, 
she prep^ed to return to the house. 

At this moment voices were heaitt 
with hasty st^s approadiing, and Hie 
whole traiii of domestics appeared. — 
Alarmed by the report of De LacyV 
servants, who had beheld JuBa's danger 
and th^ir master's attempt to relieve her, 

« 

they 
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they immediately hurried to her assist- 
ance^ This was a timely relief to Julia, 
who felt ' embarrassed at her situation r 
she accepted De Lacy's arm» and taking 
likewise that of her own woman, she. 
dismissed the rest of the attendants, with 
assurances of her perfect safety and re* 
covery. 

• Julia was too much absorbed in the 
strange and various feelings that op- 
pressed her, to descend easily to the 
level of &mili^ communication; she 
still complained of giddiness, and clearly 
evinced she had not yet recovered the 
effects of this rencounter, De Lacy was 
all joy and animation : he told her that 
in saving her life he had blessed his own ; 
that, before the day was past, he would 
put it in her power, by one single word, 
to cancel all her obligations; and, re« 

1 5 gardless 
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gardlns of the presence of her imid» he 
spoke wilii littie mystoy m tbe gbd 
tone of a secvure «nd confident adcaer. 

If Julia had rema^led in ignorance of 
her pFrference for De Lacy, his waimr 
would have teyealed the trudi, fi>r love 
ean sometimes insinuate himsdf unre^^ 
garded — ^virgin innocence and virgin ig-^ 
noraUce aUke shield him from observa- 
tion ; hut unfoituaately the pasialldL JuH]» 
had long diaivn between Walter Owen 
and De Lacy had fully revealed to her 
where her indination rested, and ahe felt 
it now her duty, should De Lacy again 
press the theme, to leveal to him her 
krevocable engagements with anotiben 
' It was not long before die found the 
opportunity; for as soon as dinner Was 
concluded, and lord Montfort left to his 
repose, De Lacy invited Julia to a con* 

versation 
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vers^tiop upo^ a subject, be aaioif which 
bad long beea next his heart.-r*'' My 
dn/Lty to my sovereign,'" s^d he, '^ called 
me away from the most delightful pig- 
ments I ever had experience; they have 
Uyed in my recollection ever since, and 
I appeal to you first on this opcasiou^ 
because^ &om my high connexions, I am 
pretty secure of your father's approbar 
tifm and consent, and ]fj^use ijny vanity 
prompts i^e to hear frpm your own dear 
lips a confirmation of your acquiescence, 
and an iac|mowledgment of that prefer- 
ence for my love which presumption has 
taught me you feel. Reward me then, 
sweet girl, for the service it wjas my good 
fortune this day to perform — reward me 
yyith the richest gift this world can be- 
stow-— with that dear forni I caught in 
my arms, and in that nioment swore I 

1 6 would 
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would die or obtain. Befqre the evening 
was past, I bade you cancel the obliga^ 
tion you expressed : the moment is now 
s[rriyed, Julia, in which* you must make 
me now and for ever your debtor.** 

•* Sir Hubert deLacy,'' said the moum^ 
fill Julia, ** it is in vain you seek to know 
my wishes — ^I am forbidden to consult 
my heart, I am not free to choose.. In» 
three short mcmths I am doomed to be- 
come a bride, and, m^ I add? a most 
unwilling bride, unloving and unloved, - 

De Liacy, thunderstruck at thb un*- 
expected avowal, wliich seemed to dasb 
the honeyed cup from his lips as he was- 
preparing to drink, eagerly inquired how 
and to whom she was engaged ? Fronr 
the candour of his addresses Julia felt 
herself justified in freely communicating^ 
the family particulars, to whicb he gave 

heed> 
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heed, as a criminal would listen to the 
sentence of his crimei. Suddenly a gleanf 
of joy brightened his .eountenanee--^ 
•^ For your land only, Julia, does the 
proud baron woo your hand," said fhef 
liberal lover ; *^ let him take it, and give 
me yourself alone — ^'tis all I' ask; the 
Inrigfatest gem in Christendom will am^ 

« 

ply satisfy my wishes without being 

richly set** 

How did this generous declaration af' 

feet the grateful Julia! — ^in the fulness 

of her heart she wept, and made but a 

feeble endeavour to conceal the warmth 

of her emotions from so disinterested a 

lover. — '* But," said Julia, *♦ how will my 

&ther be brought to approve the poverty 

of his child ? will he consent to strip her 

of all paternal rights, and yield h^r to the 

generosity of a stranger ?" 

** Your, 
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^ Your father^ my dear Julia,'' ^d 
Pe Lacy, '' in spite pf all your caf?e^ is. 
visibly dediniqg ; for the remainder of 
]^ days be with him, a&d continue to 
^lac^ his short span of life ; tha^ ended, 
«nd every duty paid to his rema^;, you 
iRPy yield ypur land to Walter, but 
your hand to mp. It is better be re-f 
xnaUi in ignoranc^ of pla^s which might 
harass his feeble frame, and which, at 
his decease, you will be in ftiU liberty to 
pursue.'' 

** Must then my happiness commence 
in death ?" said Julia, '^ in the death of 
my only, my beloved parent, my friend 
and counsellor? — Oh, Herbert! fate is 
hard upon me." 

** Kemember, Julia," returned I)e 
liacy, " if it is the will of Heaven , to 
rob you of such a protector, he lives in 

me; 



J«Ua ^t^rt^ HQ olgifctioft that «ir Hf»- 
bert WRS pQt proofed to pv^rn^}^; it wm 

tmfi^Q^ sjiopld ^omrowpio^te the pirpt 
posal to W«U?i» fix>di whom ^ anti- 
dpitti^ BO objections Unit thteP which 
oouitesy might tn^^* H^ WM ^ b0 
(triotly enjoined to withhold the circupgi- 
stance from hk &th^r ; wd she was fur? 
tiber to add, that if lord Ow^ should 
lirge the immediate ceremony of the 
wedding upon her attaining the age of 
eighteen, that Walter must assist her in 
the plra of postpjc^ing it during her fo^ 
ther's ill state of health. 
After enjoying a delightful evening 

in eadi other's Gonyersation and com* 

pany, 
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pany, Julia, ivitfa a light heart and fond 
imagination, went to bed and dreamt of 
happiness. De Lacy continued their 
guest fof many days^ and the happy 
hours were divided between a dutiful 
tare of Se Montfort and a sweet enjoy^ 
ment of their own society. Though lord 
de Montfort was himself unable to assist 
in entertaining his young guests he was 
happy in the Opportunity of paying the 
attentions of hospitality to one in such 
high favour at court, for his dear Julia's 
sake ; for her interest he endeavoured to 
form new connexions with the ruling 
powers, and to cultivate an acquaintance 
with the Owen party, thus aiming in 
the policy of bis present conduct to do 
away the* recollection of his past opppsi* 
tion to the reigning family* At the same 
time, the cautious father saw an appear- 
ance 
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ance of impropriety in Julia's being left 
90 frequently with the young knight^ 
and he proposed to her sending home 
for Ellen : but before Ellen could arrive^. 
De Lacy declared he must return to^ 
court ; at the same time, he made some 
excuse tar announcing his determinationr 
of soon revisiting the country, when De 
Montfort again repeated his hospitable 
invitation. 



CHAP- 






CHAPTER xrV. 
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him and^ commune with his Qitl^yei^ .V9r.^ 
specting the arrangements /or his ap* 
proaching nuptials. 'There was some- 
thing very peremptory in this hasty 
summons to the ca&tle — ^indeed Julia had 
ever felt herself treated by the baron 
with considerable hauteur^ as one enter- 
ing his family by compulsion rather than 
inclination, and who was to consider the 
condescension as an unexpected favours 
indeed the noble baron seemed never to 
' t lose 




Ipsa sight of the e^n^l obUg^ttiaos the 
l^oiaitfQrts wei^ xm^r by hlfi $^tmg 
thmr propeity from fii^ ^ phindei;; 
and Julja io. p^^icular wasi fiir firoDqi ap^ 
pi^ejciating w duly VQ4^M^^^^^S ^^: 
]»epi4uur; obtigatk>i\a iwdi^r ^hich sihe lajF- 

V 

A^ pjesfint sjie i5q}<^^ the <®B^r^- 
]|Hy whi«h ^«|WN^ Bpw qflfer4^; hear qfi?^n^ 

^^W9i4 ta tou^ upon, with W^ei;; 
bat a^ sh^ had BO^ alltemative^ i^^ tpp^ 
qoijrage, afi4 oommqnicat^ to hioi^ withj 
^cuM49n]y 4M&d<^i«9 wd a bli^shk1g ch^l;^ 

fefsae^, his ^m^ti^mfi^i^ Q<K?r, beir %?- 
qf)]«6pmee 91 iti |pjfQvi4e4 4xe had W^l- 
t»^a pp^ijsskw; «ft4 te?tly^ b^r «^rnfiSfe 
request that her present comiQiuij^^iotv 
^hjt b*^ bi^ld fiS€?ed, and jrest ift bis Vo- 

wwwly. 

Walter 



i 
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Walto heard her with as mneh plea^ 
sure as sunrise; the remembranee of 
£31^ rushed like fightning^ iqxHi 
mind, and kindled a glow tipon 
count^ianeer but this satisfaction it be^ 
came him to suppress, though yiiihoat 
the meanness of artifiee; he therefi»ie 
txAd Julia that it ill becakne a gallant 
knight to retain her a captive in tuiwill'' 
11^ diains; that he freed her person, and 
would most wiDingl J re^gn her portion^ 
but tiat, she weD knew, was noC in hi^ 
powa*to yield; heproimsed in all things' 
to assist h« wishes and be faithfiil to her 
riews, and likewise to ^pteserve her secret 
invicJate. It was arranged between them* 
that his visits must stifl continue, to pre^ 
vent suspidon. 

It Was after this ecnnmunication the 
young pair felt themselves happier toge^ 

ther 
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ther tlian tiiiey had :eyer done before ; 
Julia had never seen Walter so ani^ 
mated — ^Walter never had thought Julia 

30 pretty or so pleasing. They parted 

* it 

the best firiends imaginable; jand as Wal? 
ter rode home, he ruminajted upon the 
strange ev^it, and upcm what plan he 
could best devise to engage his fiither in 
the legitimate views he. now began to 

fi>nn towards Ellen*. He feared it would 

» • 

be vain to represent to his father the 
noble birth of £llen<--his ambition sought, 
high connexion, wealth, and the proud- 
est rank for his children ; and the more 
Walter reflected, the more he tremU^^ 
for the success of his wishes. 

He found the castle gay with compa-^ 
ny ; and amidst the various piursuits and 
festivities it occasioned, his distrait and 
jajixious l^eart could best conoeal itself. 

Cecily, 
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Cecily, 'who had long dbiejfVfed with 
pam h^r brother's; uhiMial degression, 
ited the little joy Villi Whidi: he appeftr- 
>ed to anticipate hiisi Hiairiage, rgdiced 
when die obsiBi*ved . the bright ocmhte- 
jtorice wltfc wMcTi he ^tei^ their apart* 
fnent; for she had scarcely iseen a shiile 
l^rradiate his features, or a gleam of Joy 
beam fix>m his soul, since 4iie conveiisa- 
Jtion they had held in the parkj when 
flie sudden burst of grief lie had exr 
pressed had so considerably alarmed and 
surprised her. She now-eagerty inquired 
after Ifie Mcmtforts, and when JuHa 
would arrive ; and was not a littte dia* 
grined to jfind that it wias the postpone^ 
ment of his marriage wiiidi appeared so 
mudi to raise his ^irifcs.— " This is not 
well," said she to her brother^ — ^ I ean- 
not comprehend your feelings; for when 

your 



jnour happiness is flayed, you seeiin 
sfidst iiappy, tod tiiie only circumstance . 
^hich to you should be a catrse of giirf 
seems to be ^ cause for merriment. I 
am softy for you, Walter, and I heartily 
•^ity poor Julia.** 

" Pity her not; my dear sister,*' repSed 
Walter ; ^ I am bold to say that Julia 
never was so happy; and for myself, I 
never loved her so well before, and ne- 
ver stood ISO high in her good graces. 
Cease to judge firotn appearances, my 
dear Gedly— they are too often deceit- 
ful; for the present, rest content with 
this e:^licit declaration, which is all that 
I am at liberty to give in return for the 
warm kiterest you have expressed, and 
tell me where shall I find my father ? I 
seek his presence with Julia's answer 
and the papers respecting the barony of 

Montfort, 
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Montfort, which must be delivered into 
liis hands as a pledge of s^urity in case 
of poor De Montfort's death, wliich^ to 
^:all appearance, is fast approadung." 

Walter withdrew, and Cedly's atten- 
tion was speedily engaged by the young 
'earl of Lincoln^ who with his unde» the 
gloomy lord George de Laney, were now 
.the guests of most consequence in .tibe 
castle. The late earl had perilled in 
battle, fomenting the eady disturbances 
which had occurred in this reign; bis 
son had inherited immense possessions 
and more discretion than his fiither, and 
this discretion now led him to form an 
engagement in the Owen family, as the 
best security for his large property. wWeh 
be feaced might otherwise be despooled 
by goyemment, on pretence of former 
4isloyalty ; and which was the usual and 

most 



1 
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moat ^ectuai mode of pmudpnuemt lor 
disaffected lords. . 

Under thb impresskai^ immediately 
upon his s^um from the oontinent^ lie 
8oug^ an intoodtiction at Owsen Casde ; 
$md as Cecaly iwas tfae youngest and 
prettiest of ike ^nsters, anil withal f^ 
uameask theme of admiration amongst 
tiM men, he made his wishes^ Imdwn to 
Iwd Owen, and w«3 surprised that thejr 
were net immediateijr ^aooepted. Sut 
lord Ow^, thou^ infinitdiy delighted 
witib «uch an offeHf and most courteous 
in his ireply^ thott^t it prudent first to 
pay the lady Margaret of iUcbmond tiie 
aompfimeiit of <»nsulting her wishes^ as 
the yoimg loin's fiimily lutd 4been former 
jisnemies io iier house; not that kfi was 
doubtfid pf her sanation, for it was ewg 

VOL. h: K her 
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ha Mil's peaoefiil policjr to win his eo/e^ 
mies by kind foigiveness. 

b the meantime, the arrogant suitor 
thought it &r beneath his dignity to sue 
ihe lady in htt hxcur, and Cecily le- 
iaained entirely ignorant of the sewet 
n^oda^n pending for her hand, and 
most certainly she felt but Kttle indioa* 
tion for tibe honour : she had penetrated 
the fidse smile that played npon his'&ar 
tares— fShe had cheetcved him mainly en* 
deavouring to suppress the agitation of 
passion and ccmceal the subtilty of ds^ 
ceit The strange character 4of his foor 
rose unde, lord George de Laney, had 
likewise attracted much <bf her oliserva*' 
tion; herself and sister Catherine had 
closely watched him, and though they 
ix>uld not give in to Jhe popular and 

prervioling 
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prevailing ojunion of his dealing with fik 
miliar spirits, yet they saw quite enough, 
to convince tliem there was sufficient 
l^xmnd in his appeanoice to provoke: 
the charge. His person was tall and 
laige; his countenance daric and £ortitB^, 
ding; his eye glarings scowling, and fe-^ 
xooious, but partly concealed by a |dac3c 
and busliy brow. He still ^-etMiied tii^. 
vigmur of youth^ yet bore in his fti4urea> 
strong marks of age^ and miseiy« H^ 
had lately lost his wife^ but not wit^oujt 
lArong suspicion of her skill in: witchery. 
She had herself suffered most exaruciat*. 
ing torments^ in h/er last Ulnes^ whidi* 
by the vulgar^ was ascribed to the agen* 
ey of i^irits who had already pow«r to. 
toitnent her ; but; by others, with mor^ 
reason, waflf supposed to {woceed fiSPW 
the dea4]^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ potion kindly ad* 

K 2 ministered 



i 



^ THte FAMILIES 0]P 

ministeted by the affectionate hands of 
bear husband. 

Stu% was the man admitted to fii^id- 
ly intimacy in Castle Owen; but the 
master of it was not particulaiiy nice in 
his >Ghbioe where self-interest paved the 
way*; he could then, with a delightful 
UbeMtity, ^(mdemn the uncharitable opi« 
nions of the world, uphold the inj^ired 
silflferer, km^t the despcur which first 
ktiik the brow of gloomy misanthropy* 
and left him the victim of popular de- 
d^unation: in short, self-interest could 
iilduee him to vindicate the malignity, 
the tyranny, imd the vice of lord Geoige 
de l^tn^y, Ibr this man was expected to 
t^te^A his usual influence over the mind 
ef'kfe nepbew; he bad himself the dis- 
f6fsA of aceumiilated wealth, and the 
y^n^'eiiri was his cmly he«r; and such 

was 
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Vrus the fear in which he hdd the toinds 
of men, that he chained them to his in- 
terest, worked upoti. them at his^plea- 
sure, and there was hardly fowid one so 
hardy as to contend a point with him. 

To conciliate such a character was in- 
deed a weighty motive for lord Owen's 
hospkaUty ; to govern him who govern- 
ed all-^to hold the ne{^w iii his thral- 
dom, was now his highest ambition and 
the end at which he ieinied: but neithd: 
nephew or uncle were easily beguiled^ • 

In all his views, in aft bis undertake 
inga, l<nrd George -de: Lopej^ had been 
^eminently successful;' and iperba{>s this 
was one reascHl: why hirnnems were 
supposed to be supematoxd. * In jpoli- 
ties be bad been always adrerse to his 
late brother, and his partyfgAined the 
diEiy ; in nmtiimonf.lie hadf'tMirted thfe 

KS lady 
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fady ihroi%1i a thousand obrtades, and 
had succeeded; the time lit length ar- 
rived whte he wished to dispense with 
her unwelcome presoice; and he speedi- 
ly foiind means to ohtain her riddance : 
no end seemed too big for his mind io 
oompassy no crime too great to commit; 
and thus his talent and his vice^ became 
the secret source of his^tnlbotuided 
power. And yet he was sometime^ 
known as the fiiend of distress, the 
avengef of wtongs ; good feeUngs would 
somefimes arisi^, but they fdl upon his 
breast as drops of rain upon the sand—' 
they noimihed but for a little spacc^ 
and sooen were totally Absorbed; 

The strafe^ eccentricities and hiifaits 
of this nan had reached the eai^ cF the 
diurcht and they diligently sotrgfat proof 
of the dcMKlfiil repoKls whidvwere oiy- 

Qulated 
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diilated around his neighbourhood; but 
none could be found. Whilst at Oweft 
Castle, the good Anselm, always activdy 
seeking some pious task, thought this a 
meet opportunity to search the heart of 
this mysterious being, and if possible 
arouse him to a right sense of duty : for 
this purpose he watched the moment of 
his lordship's seclusion, and with mild 
and winning address he sought his con* 
fidenoe; but where he expected to meet 
with arrogance, repulse, and indignityp 
he was treated, to his infinite surprise^ 
widi courtesy, dodlily, and kindness; 
lord George relaxed from his usual se- 
verity, unbent the austerity of his fea* 
tures, and listened with gentle compo- 
sure. To all his chaises of religious 

n^leet he assented, but without any 

* . 

promise of amendment When he ac* 
, K 4 cused 
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eiKsed lam of iidlclkg cdnVerse with lbr« 
biddcfti^ things, Ke soiiled eonteraptitQiiS* 
ly^l v^hieii he ohatgBd him with Avet$ 
dei^s 6^ woelty and if^ustiee^ his in^ei 
itos^.-*-^^^ Bb ihe king9 of the earth cb 
less?" said he; ^^ is iiot man bom to 
tyraiit^i^e crrer his fc^ows ? to erush the 
wofnn beneath Ills feet, and ma3» npjii 
its 'digofH^f^ 7-^-^1 hate niankind'^^eceit^ 
fuV hase^ and V2ci0iur« For yoo, bsfy 
father, I «Mmfc you for your praflBered 
kindA^si^ h^ Efty conseienee Ksta bt^ 
twe^ QDystelf imd HeBtveo ^.^e despau^ 
I noiiifeh id my 6Wn^ the n»iseTy I &ri 
ray emtii m\A i^y^tioiA is at my own did* 
p6i^ Gdiild I ft«t ^vy tdK^fltds a ho*" 
xd^ a^atui^^ I tollld entry your puid 
and fi^aeefol tt^l i yiiiA kfloW hot iiM 
imm&m #Mch ^n ^tek tby todl^ aiid 
even nd# ^pp^etts iafe. I'll cfd^v^rs^ 

with 
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ivith you no more*— away f and levre dm 
to my own Teflections.*' Widi this fak 
brow resumed its wonted gloom, and he 
speedily disappeared. It was evident the 
train of thought su^ested by fiither An- 
selm had stung him to the quick, but 
whether the wound would bring healing 
in its wing, whether his exhansted mind 
would oompose itself in godly sorrour 
asid repentance, was devoudy to foe 
wished, but scarcely to be ex p ee ttdL 

In the meantime baron Owoi^s dis- 
patch was received by the coimtess of 
Richmond, and an answer returned &> 
vourabie to the young eaii*s appMcation; 
and the bearer of this letter which was 
to ieause Cecily so much grief, was Hen- 
ry -de Werter. He had now entirely 
recovered the glow c^ health, and with 
it a mopp than usual flow of spirits and 

> K 5 animation. 
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ttiinHitkm. He greeted CeeUy with a 
Wiurmth she had neyer before aeea him 
^renture to express; and hU whole man- 
"h^^ ideased from the strong restraint 
he had formerly assumed, bme in it 
erery appearance of the most delicate 
mttadment Cedly was struck with the 
change, her mind was agitated, and hope 
and-fiear arose in the same moment Who 
was he? and what could he mean ? were 
questiiM».^the in vmn applied to hersel£ 
Alike exalted in sentiment and dignity, 
idle had, from the first moment of ac* 
quaintance, mentally acknowledged his 
superiority, but she had never dared to 
dwell upon her own thoughts* 

Henry now with eagerness accepted 

the baron's invitation to remain a few 

days ; indeed it was his object to convey 

by Henry to the lady Margaret >tihe final 

''^'^Ifa^ ^ arrangement 
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amitgement of the business, and an in- 
Titati<m to the lady Cecily's weddings 
which he had ahready arranged should, 
in honour of the parties, be conducted 
with sumptuous maguifioence. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



The next morning the gentlemen were 
all absent on a hawking parly, when 
Henry stole his opportunity, and draw- 
ing Cecily aside upon the terrace, de- 
manded one moment's audience. Hit 
boon was instantly granted, and Henry 
thus addressed her: — ** Lady Cecily 
must doubtless feel astonished, but I 
hope not h-ritated, at the presumption 
which encourages a wanderer and a 
stranger, such as I am, to address her, 
«nd to dare to speak of love ; but strange 

4 

and uncommcm events have diequeied 
my early life^ wd moe we partei^ mm 

that 
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that dear illness which I fondly cherish 
te the sweetest period of my existence^ 
when a ministering angel watched my 
pillow — since that time, events have oc- 
curred which restore me to a sense <^ 
my owii rights, and yield me permission 
to iinbiirdeli my heart to her who has 
loAg and secretly been its mistress ; and 
believe me, that heart should burst 
boomer than disclose itself without some 
title to suppcMrt its claims^ Tell me 
ihimi dearest lady Cecily, that you do 
not forbid my approach^— that y<m do 
not fbrbid my soul to rej<»ce in youi* 
preaeiaoe^ to dwell upon the sweet acv 
cents ci your voice, to dote upon yovir 
form and person; oh, teli ^oae that I may 
tever 

Lady CecSy wo^ ak^> but that d^ 

im^ WW 'ibqMffiV-MNl Henty kitei^ 

• ' preted 



i 
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preted its meaning &vourably. Surprke 
M well as diffidence sealed the Ups of 
Cecily, and joy scarcely ddcnowledged 
by derself had its share likewise in hto 
emotions. The tenderness of Henry» 
willing to 8psa^ her feefingiSy pressed 
her no further; he fdt his happiness, 
he felt his security, and enraptured with 
the delightful subject, he dwelf upon 
the fond recapitulation of his intercourse 
with her: ev«y circimistanoe was w- 
membered, every occurrence wa3 detail- 
ed; and before the sweet theme was 
exhausted, Cecily had recovered her con- 
fusion— -her voice mingled with ^enry's, 
and in gentle accents bespoke her^ten^ 
demess and timidity. 

There yet remained one anxiety upon 
the mind of Cecily, and that Delated to 
the mysterioiis sitttatioii .gf.j(Ieni7;p4K>t 

that 



OWEN AND BE MOKTFORT. SOT 

Hat she dcNibted the honour of him on 
:tvhoni she so fcmdly and fully reliedr 
but she feared misfortune had oppressed 
his family ; that, amidst the vicissitudes 
of civil war, his house had most probably 

« 

been plundered and proscribed ; and she 

felt that her interest with the king's 

mother might pcobably remove the seur 

tence* 

. Actuated by these motives, in their 

next interview she made the inq\iiry, 

but Henry checked her curiosity.^: 

<^ SuSm me yet a little while, my dear 

Cecily, to remain unknown ; the woiid 

does not contain another secret that I 

would willingly conceal from you, but 

this I must not, dare not reveaL 

** But will my dearest Cecily confide 

in such mysterious conduct? will she 

inut him: Vhpi 4ares aot tcust, hex with 

his 



A 
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his story ? — Give me ycnir love, my Ce- 
diy, and nothing shall appear heycmd 
my readi, nothing too hard to be ac- 
complished. Bef<M« I can hope to win 
your hand, riches must be mine; and 
could I obtain a promise that y<Msr love 
would a^^'ait my return, I would com-» 
pass the ocean to obtain them* Sebas- 
tian Cabot is about to adventure in the 
unknown seas; abundant riches are ga- 
th«^ by his followers, and I propose 
myself as one of them : it is a land of 
gold they visit, and God grant ifey saf^ 
return ! I then could approach your fil- 
ler, demand his lovely treasure; land I 
feei confident there are proposes I eoutd 
make, which would assuredly Win tm 
cctaisent Say ohly that your alfeetions 
can outiive my absence^ that y^ra wift 
not bestow ydtutrdf liB «jr irifrtuMf^ "and 

IwiU 



OWEN AWD DE MONTFORT. i09 

I will envy Viot kja^ their throne arid 
ridbes. Ob that I could proye. the 
8tr«9^|th 0£ my affection by the danger 
it may cause me! every difficulty i^ould 
be levelled^ every trial suvmoimtedv and 
I woiiihliaBHle from tbe: midst of itdver^r 
sity ; for love inspires the noblest actions 
— it;has. no will but that of the ob^ct 
beloved, nor seeks any thing but wili 
&n$fone9nt her gktfy." i. ; 

f^Hemy^" aud Cecily^ "^ I have alrea- 
dy f»aved; my <£uth in your cfaaraeten 
by the vubcMiBded ocmfidenee I v have 
plaeed in your word. I eannoA belieM 
that you would wnong me, or deceive 
by fidse prafessions ; but do you fondly 
imagine that my &tber will brook that 
secrecy ?•— I ask Dot lyour motives, but 
what are your intentions ?'' « 

** To :«iiiounce myself, to prove my 

rights 



« 
y 
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rights to your father, to^ vindicftte mf 
bold presumption in cliBimii^ his^ dli^ 
«nce^ the moment I have obtained weaUir 
sufficient to support my claim with ho^ 
nour. But whikt in poverty, wbit 
chance have I to obtttm hid sanction vai 
consult?'' 

^ And never will I wed without i^ 
said Cecily*. 

'< Fear not that I should urge yoi^T 
yetuxned Henry— ^ a &theifs cone would 
make a bitter bridal gSflt; and she wfio 
spurns the duties.of a daughtarwcnild 
iU support the duties of a wife. Bdieve 
me, I have never formei a wish that 
GOiild wound the heart of my beloved; 
or delisted in a pleasuie that was in« 
consiisrtait with her deUcM^y. Only give 
me a pledge that you will not marry 
snothen and by I^feaven I swear that I 

will. 
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Hill nev^r ask yoa to be mine dandM^ 
tinely; batten, fair, and honouralibr 
shall be my suit Let us exchange theife 
rings as tokens of our fidth and con-^ 
'Stancy; receive imley and with it thir 
.bond €i every eaitidy tie; give me 
yours, and with it grant me the hope-«f 
every tnorttd joy.^ So Mj^^ing^ he took 
from his Imger a ring triMily studded 
widi precious stones ; he s^aed her hand,, 
and gently drew from it onii simply set 
in gold; she permitted the eMbange^ 
and thus wwe t&eir fiitea indlisoluUy 
bound. 

The evening of this happy da^ was 
that cm which fortune most unkindly 
fixed to announce to Cecily her fatlter^s 
intentions ; she was unsuspiciously sunK 
moned into his closet, where he w«s sdt^ 
ting with the earl of Lincoln, and these 

were: 
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were the words which greeted her en* 
trance: — " Cecily, receive your hm- 

band." 

The earl assumed his most pleasing 
aspect ; he apfHroadied her with an air 
of consdoqs dignity and sd^importtttioe, 
and confirmed her sentence by aaying^-^ 
** Yout falser yields you to my wishes: 
he a fond and obedient wife, and you 
shall never have cause to complain of 
your husband** 

. Cedly could only express her surprise 
at this abrupt disclosure^ and begged a£ 
least some time for consideration. She 
asked leave to retire^ and with some 
difficulty obtained it. 

The earl felt no anxiety st her ap^ 
^^areit coldness and depression ; he had 
her Other's sanction, and he did not 
doubt II little trouble on h» part would 

easily 
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leasily subdue her piide and win lier 
maiden difBd^ice and love: be^des, he 
was in no immediate haste for the wed-- 
ding; he had scarcely yet arrmged his 
establishment;, or ix)mpleted the expen-' 
mve embeHiiAun^its he meditated jat M§ 
proud mansion ; and the report of hii' 
intended e^mexian with the Owmi fa^ 
mily sufficiently served his puipose of 
protection and secatity. 

But Cecily could not qi^ so ^sily 
reconcile lierself to her circumsffflices. 
^e immediately sought the iEtflSictecl 
Hemy, and upon his fmthfid bosom she 
poured out her griefs. He mingled his 
tears with hers/ and they found som^ 
relief to their socrows in mutual sym- 
pathy. Cecily endeaToured to sooth her 
lietrothed by again renewing her deter* 

mination 
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minatioii never to suffer hersdf to be 
forced into this hateful unicm, but la-. 
ther, if driven to extremity, in whiek 
isbe hoped her father's wonted^affection 
would never &roe her, to assume t^e. 
usual privilege of a yoiuiiger chiid^ and 
belter herself in the bosoia.of the churclu 
In jthe meantime thej both fixed &eir 
^pes upon the well-known frien^diip of 
the countess of Richmond : Cecily jdeter^ 
mined to state to Jber jbhe invincible dis- 
like she had formed to the character and 
habits of her intended, and ^without dis- 
closing her engagements with Henty, to 
solicit her powerful interest in dissolving 
the compact. For thispurpose she await* 
^ with impaUenw the arrival of kdy 
Margaret, who had promised to speitd a 
4ay at Castle Owen, as she passed on her 

way 
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tray to Wwoerter, where she had pro- 
mued to oomC the Ung, who was jour- 
neying through the ffiidkmd counties. 

The next day lord Owen intimated 
hb' wishes that Henry would be the 
bearer of hia ctiqpateh to the kdy Mar^, 
garet; which announced witii pompou* 
eulo^um the ratification rf erery preli. 
minary to Cecily's ijreddiiig, and HeQirjr> 
accordingly retiw^ to Pembroke Castle 
with the unwelcome tidk^. 

In a Yeiy few days f^^owing, thjs 
countess received information that h^ 
son was approa(}img Worcester^ an^l 
she aoeprdingly made prepaiations t^ 
4sommenoe her jenmey^ In jthis ^xqurt 
sibn it was her intention to take Henry^ 
to introduce him to his sovereign and 
i:ec$»nme]»d 1^ to his notice : the moi^ 
«he studied th«ujohai9cter of her young 
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prateg^, the more deserving iie appeamd 
af her regard, and she deter«^(tied i]{K>n 
gpving him ever^r advantage exalted pa« 
trcHiage ean bestow, 

Upcm her arrival atCa9tle Otren/CTe* 
isily made the eaf^esft itse of the Oppw- 
tunitjr afforded her of aMking an iirtm- 
view with tfce eonntees^, to h«r she 
speedily unbfirdened her mkid/ and re- 
ceived her sym^hy and €9on9olati<m.— 
^* My dear dhild," said she, " be not 
hasty in your judgment, or pr^dieed 
1*1 your deeitton : you are not w^it to 
be governed by i»price or premature 
epimon ; bew»^ you oppeee not a *i- 
therms wiflhexi for a tHvSal e«isc^ "Tke 
uncle I dist%:e, but is it fair the nephew 
be visited with his irins? — His own 
yiHiih has been apent abmad* and £ng« 
bnd caimot yet have ftamped 1m nasM 

with 



with praise or censure. His rank is 
high, his riches great ; but if his charac- 
ter be foul and flagrant, if he walk in 
the steps of his \^^ed relative, be 
assured my utmost ^exertions shall not 
be wanting to snatch you from such a 
dpcadfi4 sacrifice, ^ipatient^tfaen^im]^ 
dearecrt Cecity, ^alld prepare* if ^fae de* 
eerves your;lo^per4x>^abeya^fiithet?i^9risbes; 
aildrest assured,^ tf he prores/ttnvfPQvtbf^ 
you> never fthoUi be his,^ : ;> '^^ 

At this moment ^Heiuyijcpboed Aeni; 
and read in CecStfs animafed oountet 
;Qance that she itful met'theeueeess At 
^desired; fer she ;naw 'Mtasswed iihe 
-earl of ^li^ooln would-n^ever winherlif 
bis'virtues* . : i .. 
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The next moming: the. oouitf ess took 
her leaver herself and ladies .m a cfaariot, 
her escort headed by Heniy* but CQ/a- 
^sting only of her domestic servants'; 
for to diminish the enormous and often- 
iSm^ dangerous power of his barons, 
4ie king had enaoted and most strictly 
€9eifc»rced a law forbidding the assembling 
of retainers iqpon any pretence wbaterer, 
•and prohibiting any but hoiisehold ser- 
vants from appearing in the.traia of 
rank and splendour* In deference to 
her son's decree, the lady Margaret de- 
parted with a guard scarcely sufficient 

•:; i ' \ to 
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to ensure her safety ; for some parts of 
the country through which they were 
forced to pass was terribly infested by 
gangs c^ Robert's«men, as they were 
called, who concealed themselves m the 
woods by dsly, and sallied out to pluur 
der in the night They occasionally i^ 
peared in terrific numbers^ and^ no exer- 
tions of government had yet b^n.rar 
' abied to root them out. . 

The first day however! ! passed J^^ 
firom alarm. ; the party jsioved^ with emu- 
tion^ Heniry advaneii^ Anath. umt^btosi^n 
number to secure the.waf); buii>tow«iids 
the dcMe of the seocHid-dttyti^-^veiii^ 
came on, and^their'jou»ey>iWait;a|Eowt 
Mmi^etedf m utBwa^^nm^ib&)tp9Miii£ 
a woody ft ^tneraUei.figiHtefi^pfraa^iiedl 
the carriage, ami in. tto ltaittibb>i^iMadE* 
ter of AmpflkmkimteA^^ /jffift 

l2 beard 



beard .was {giey^ and 45ttTery. utaj^tiberkair 
^t lay:.stett|Bfed upon his f^fdiead ; Ue 
igiEtuu neailyi bent^ douUe witb blfiniiity, 
and^ a tattenod deak was tM'own across 

♦ • 

U0 diiaalder& He kaiit iqKHt faisiataff^ 
wfaiGh< seemed to tremble beneath fak 
gpiSj^ and jGoiild searce support^ his wi^ 
tfae»d fmrne^^^^^ Biess * yoUr 'fiar iladie% 
eravit^. y^Mir ditoily/! ^lied- he^ at^ Ji^ 
stood before theiti> wa^g. his bbnnei: 
^3^oii ate riek^ and hi^py-^-^ijiau'rkabw 
wat tke helplessness of 1^ andrpovertf^ 
of skkness and oftscomrir. Qb^ietXM 
eewe^Mxte oainfort £cxr njriwidnmd 
$iaaiir!<^MaQ3^>ai weary nnQeihsn^S tel^ 
liiBieclM>m^ 4hiEM cnrtdi,^ atldfnttnsr haf^I 
'M%t» go^ inaivf^iEday Iias4he i^ak bait 
bdft«iM|ifitieB|^itodilli^ fawr^h«Bdi for 

bitxi Li a as 



OWEN ANJD DE MOXfT^PORT. 221 

as the lady Margao^ stepped fb^ 
relieve him ; but ixfi that momettta fAnSi 
whktle Mown by l^e crafty^ hypoccite 
filled the space with aimed men r hii 
capuchin fell fk«n his ^oxAdim JBOid 
discovered the garb of a sturdy sobberi t 
The Uast had s6aroe re«[;hoed ;(lirough 
the air, before Henry and Jus mall UstKqp 
had pushed their Way betwera thi^baur 
ditti and the chariot: intent alcme' cm 
the security t)£ his honoured cbai^,: and 
seconded in his Iriews bjCitibe MthSTul 
attachment of her servants^' he fi« a Ino^- 
ment struck the robbers iwithtamMC^ 
nient at his boldness in thiis atti^jrting 
a rescue. £Cmry called afoud tO' 4he 
charioteer to. seiae the prndous infant 
to escape^ and Willi igneatpreseiK^&ii^ 
inind and irresistibfe Mxxoxie^fhe ^v^ 
his men in a dose jyusM^^^acsoss^ the; roiidi 

L 3 for 



i^ \ 



Idteir Mttle^MMk i«ttiaiii6d unbroken. To 
iMiMl tie Hfttention; of flie lobbeni mimee 
Wknpl^^yf HeniTl iSBgsqged theb Ittder 
iw'CQmteti: in lifaie finrti attack hovhad 
tla^ ^O0d ibvtUn^ te w<Kind him sUgiitly* 
Ai sight j^\ hid hl0od the t?hole crew 
fofvdunded Im*':' the ay of ^ Guiibbert 
jft liim- r MtGflnded through itheiE vaidu^ 
and niflnyJswdids .D^cm instanltly pointed 
ht Hefujif^ tbut hier^dniiger fimooed the 
lady iilaf^ilret'i seonrit^^har cbatroteer 
kad dnsfimii^dy; <jbe jed ther eominaud 
iMdmrad^iiad ]a8lMdihnkoiiMr:froili the 
jicco^rof iKkniflic^ and two ot threat of her 
a<tteiidai)ti^ IkdJftUawad fikfewis^ tOide^ 
ftiift^eipiiiktresi totiAoJast eoitieniity. 
ffhv^n^iqf tfae,!^x36^Nndir eeislfred ujk* 
te' <9kfMiy^4t* witi ib «afai he 4(fiindeil 
itabtf ^i^atait^nMtfb^^ fate must 
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have been inevitable^: had not a hoocse 
voice prodaimed — '' Spend not your 
strengths npcm a usdess task ; spate the 
maa'alife^ bindhim hand and to0% pierce 
ycktf iMy^ thimigh yon ^ubbom ranl^ 
and fqUpw m& to plnndec ; Qtup fnm is 

^* We^li. ol)ey, and follow Bertramy'' 
said th^.tvo^pi: and liaimedaatdiy.. they 
wmncthedLtte arms; ftem -tike hiinda of 
Heniy ^ and Mthiist aemebonHA^^bixn SanA^ 
and othe» weni> engm^ in> Maundnng 
tiw Hmfii and \tei/UaaBg theii; -fidiiting 
IdadfiT, the n^maiiidev attacked t)ii bead 
0f dervantts^'wlKli atSk oefsupiod th^ ipa^ 
and woe 9tM w^ceutaged T^ ihevtwe 
d ISUorjp,^^ Bb' iimr my braire fel- 
Um^"" :aAid be^ ^' and fdat eOhi^ will 

yet tivte^^yMr aiu^^ 

tanks* 
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ranks, you are slain ; yoUr own secdrity 
requires firmness.'' ^ i 

Notwithstanding.their determinedbra^ 
very, their ranks began to tfain;i andr as 
acme of their company J^wouBded, the 
lobbers attempted to pass the gap their 
vacancy had occasioned; numy .^ere 
wounded in the attempt, but at length 
Bertmn and two mrae £bieed thehr teay 
through, Mid gaUcqped after the^cdiariot. 
H^iry exhorted them yet to i persevere 
^1 preventing othen firooa paasiiig^ and 
a robber,, exaspemted at his imookiqiier- 
able bdicbiess in stiU. endeavouringt^to 
insinre his men, threatened him with 
instant .death for his {n^srtunptian,; but 
one of. the servants observing itfad ^me^ 
Placing, attitude with w^&b.lie ' ^tood 
over Hemy, instan^levidle^ >1«^^ 

- his 
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hififeet The balSde m>w gatheiied thick 
around Henry, till the lead^ reeovaiiig^ 
and ob^eifving^ t^ uadless «titadk^ bletv^ 
his shrfll wfaisde,% on whkb 1^ wm v^ 
stlEOitly surrounded hy the robbers. 
\ ** It is enough^" said he; ^ Bertram 
and his Innve men wiH deubtlesfr gii/to 
aooDuht. of Hie pooud dame add het 
riehes> Benlain hmse^ strips fhe^ wofHHk 
ed, leave tfaem^ ind? seel those tew Im^ 
canqaeteii MLaWB tvbo »e^ still at|eilip4^ 
ing to bibck vip the rosic^ see they d6 
tfot escape arid Join 4£eir eonarades^^; but 
qpare your oini bhibd« for their liveisiians 
tiot worth tiOdiiig:^ •' ? 

His orders wete instasiliy obeyed^ and 
tlie* whole tnx^; iiim ooncetitered to on^ 
jKint, at length drove the few vemuning 
attendants ihim their post imd having 

turned them in aii qf^piosite cfirection to 

the 
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the chariot, scattered themuibroad : this 
was the sooner effected, because the voice 
of Henry had again been heard, biddhig 
them now endeavour to secure their 
own escape; for he had strong reason to 
hope that lady Margaret was safe. On 
the other side the wood^ and hot &i 
from the road, was a hamlet ; that once 
attained, the robbers durst ndt follow; 
and he well knew the bold spirit of 
Austin tlie steward, who still guar^d 
his lady, would perish sooner than suffer 
her to be surrounded. And he wag right 
in his expectation, for Bertram and his 
men overtook the party gait as tiiey had 
fckirted the wood ;: Austin attfidced Ber- 
tram, and they fought so furiofi^y ih6t 
they were both wounded, nThtcfa the 
robbcKs perceivings immediately bore off 
Bertram, and; retreated, lindy Marga- 
ret's 




OWEN AND DE MONTFOET; 2^ 

ret's men did the same by Austin, and 
at length safely effected their retreat to 
the sheltering hamlet 

As soon. as she ooiild obtain sufficient 
relief, she dispatched the men of the 
hamkt, well armed, and to the number 
of twenty stout yeomen, to the assist- 
ance of Henry and her scattered train. 
Upon the spot where the conflict took 
place, several of her servants were found 
wounded and stripped, and two had 
scarcely any appearance of life remain- 
ing ; but not a vestige was to be seien of 
a robber, dead or alive. 
' They returned with the afilicting in- 
telligence to lady Margaret that Henry 
was not to be found ; and she soon learnt 
from some of the wounded that he had 
been taken prisoner early in the attack, 
but not till his own personal bravery 

had 
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had effeetually contributed to her escape; 
that he had since^ at the unminent ha^ 
zard of his own life^ encouraged them 
by his Toice and directed them by his 
eonnsel ;:but diirt at length they h^d the 
mortification of seeii^ him carried cxfif.in 
.retreat by ' the robbers. 
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